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I would like to start by thanking Lord Bhikhu Parekh for hosting us tonight and also for his support in helping us 
receive a yearly grant from the Nirman Trust which helps us to organise this event without a ticket charge. I would 
also like to thank The Nehru Centre and especially its director Monika Mohta for their long standing support of the 
GF. 

It’s only on a few rare occasions, whilst I have been researching in to the nominations for the peace award, that I 
have been filled with both a sense of hope and real sorrow. A sense of pain that makes you wish that an 
organisation like the Parents Circle Families Forum did not actually exist or more precisely 'need to exist'. Those 
that are familiar with the membership of the PCFF will know what I mean. For the membership of the PCFF is 
something that you would not to want to wish upon your worst enemy. It is made entirely of bereaved families. 
People who have lost an immediate member of their family to the conflict. The two representatives here are no 
exception, but I shall give two other examples of the pain carried by the members as Robi and Ali may speak about 
their journey themselves. One of the founder members is an Israeli Nurit Peled Elhanan and she lost her 13 year 
old teenage daughter to a suicide bomber in Jerusalem, and I believe she has now met the family of that suicide 
bomber, and on the other side, as if tragedy has sides, a Palestinian couple and now members of the PCFF, 
 Miriam & Kamal R'aban lost their five children to Israeli fire whilst picking strawberries. 

These are the types of people that make up the PCFF and yet, these people who have lost the most, lost which is 
most precious to them and possibly should feel the most hatred, vengeance and need for retribution have had the 
vision, compassion and understanding to understand "the other". To understand that the opposition also is 
suffering, has a point of view and has lost that which is most precious to them. The members of the PCFF have 
channelled their emotions to demand "Peace & Reconciliation" so that others may be spared the suffering that they 
are going through. This is not just some wishful thinking on their part but in the true Gandhian tradition they are 
trying to take practical steps at a grass root level. The two representatives will speak more about their work so I 
shan't dwell on this but these practical steps are creating a much deeper understanding between the different 
parties. In some cases, an understanding on the part of the Palestinian of the real trauma and the need for a 
homeland caused by the Holocaust for the Jews and on the part of the Israeli the understanding that the creation of 
Israel created a calamity for the Palestinian as they describe it the Naqba and that they too have nowhere else to 
go. 

The GF peace award is virtually always given to groups or individuals who we term "unsung heroes". The PCFF 
certainly fits this criterion. The group members are everyday people who were living everyday lives but through 
personal tragedy have been thrust into an extraordinary position. 

PCFF in science is a term used to describe a 'force field' and the individual members of the PCFF have certainly 
created a 'living force field' that is trying to bring about change despite having lost that which is most important to 
them. Sitting here we may be able to intellectually sympathise with them but to truly comprehend the strength 
needed to do this is difficult but we as spectators to this conflict can at least confront our own prejudice and see 
how we should move forward. 

I want to end by quoting an Israeli journalist Uri Averny, who writes: 

Peace is not just the absence of hostility. Peace is a real state of reconciliation, of partnership between people and 
human beings, who respect each other, who are ready to satisfy each other's interests, to trade with each other, to 
create social relationships and perhaps even to like each other. 

The Parents Circle Families Forum are truly trying to achieve this and it is for these reasons that we award the 
2010 Gandhi Foundation International Peace award to them and I would like to invite Carolyn Regan of the 
Children's Legal Centre, who received the award last year, to say a few words and present the award. 
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