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Good evening ladies and gentlemen. 

I would like to start by thanking everyone attending tonight before making some brief remarks. It is wonderful to see such a good 

turnout, something that I believe is a ringing endorsement for what this Peace Award epitomises. 

The Gandhi Foundation International Peace Award is a means to acknowledge works of individuals or organisations that have 

actively and consistently adhered to the guiding principles of nonviolence and importantly have had an impact on either the political, 

legal or social challenges of our times. Such noble and lofty ideals are enshrined in the fundamental teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, 

and I would like to offer thanks to The Gandhi Foundation for such a worthy award which highlights one of the preeminent issues of 

our time. 

The Children’s Legal Centre was enormously honoured to receive this prestigious award last year. For those of you who don't know 

about the work of the centre, it is a remarkable organisation which strives for equality, respect and access to justice for all children 

and young people irrespective of background. From help lines and advice to strategic litigation and policy advising, the centre is 

dedicated to upholding children's rights in the UK and throughout the world. Each year we manage to help tens of thousands of 

callers to our help lines on a wide range of issues including parental responsibility, contact, adoption and housing. As well as having 

a large legal aid practice in two offices in London and Colchester, it is also currently working in a number of the world's poorest 

countries as a consultant for UNICEF. In our Girls’ Support Service in Tajikistan we have now helped a large number of young, 

vulnerable girls who have been victims of sexual abuse and trafficking. Previously we have also conducted work in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territories helping to reform the law regarding children in conflict with the justice system. 

Mahatma Gandhi would have considered the Parents Circle Families Forum to be a most worthy recipient of this peace award. The 

bereaved family members on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict unite in order to eschew violence in favour of peaceful 

reconciliation, and in the process adhere to the central tenets of Gandhi’s non-violent philosophy. Sometimes, the world’s long 

standing problems require innovative and occasionally radical solutions. Without meaning to sound presumptuous, I feel as though 

this is an area in which both CLC and PCFF share similarities. Although operating in different circumstances, we both undertake 

ground-breaking work and focus on the importance of the family as a unit. In this way both organisations strive towards a common 

aim: to protect and safeguard from violence the backbone of this unit – children. CLC aim to prevent and put an end to violations of 

children rights at all levels, and PCFF aim to ensure that the children of today and those of the future do not suffer the violence that 

has blighted previous generations 

 It is incredibly encouraging that PCFF have taken to heart Gandhi’s view that “all through history the way of truth and love has 

always won” in their efforts to build meaningful partnerships and cohesive familial units in order to finally end the violence and 

suffering that has devastated the region for countless years. It is this form of innovation that has the potential to lead to lasting and 

permanent change for the better. 

I am delighted to be here this evening to hand over the Gandhi Foundation Peace Award to the Parents Circle Families Forum on 

behalf of The Children’s Legal Centre. I can truly think of no more worthy winner than PCFF, and we at CLC are honoured that we 

now stand alongside PCFF in working for peace and a total end to violence and oppression in whatever form it may present itself. 

Carolyn Regan 

The Children’s Legal Centre 

 


