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Attenborough’s film “Gandhi” and the renewed interest that it aroused. The Foundation has 
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Gandhi Foundation Friends are encouraged to become involved in areas that are of 
particular interest to them. 
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Report from Chair for 2011/12 – Mark Hoda 

 
Another packed annual report demonstrates that it has been another very busy year for the 
Foundation. Despite this, the very disappointing decline in the number of GF Friends 
continues.  
 
However, the very big increase in traffic to our website and our following on Facebook this 
year, driven by the dedication of our web team and great articles by people like Antony 
Copley, is very positive. With help from Diane and Matthew and the Executive, I need to 
reflect on how to harness this impressive jump in our followers online to turnaround our long 
term membership decline. 
 
Unfortunately, David Maxwell stood down from our Executive this year after many years of 
dedicated service and activism. I'm really grateful to Jane Sill for all her help in organising 
this year's Multi Faith Service. It was really heartening to see it so well attended, after last 
year's cancellation.  At the Multi Faith, our Patron John Rowley also arranged a card signed 
by GF friends, trustees and patrons for our President, Lord Attenborough, who is in Denville 
Hall Nursing Home, together with his wife, Shelia. This is the actor's nursing home to which 
Richard contributed many decades ago. 
 
Looking forward to this year, the Olympics and Paralympics will provide the opportunity to 
attract a large number of visitors to our Kingsley Hall HQ, which is planning  open its doors 
to the public throughout the games.  
 
Very appropriately, given that it is set in Kingsley Hall, playwright Jim Kenworth will stage his 
play “When  Chaplin Met Gandhi” there in August. It will provide an exciting opportunity for 
youngsters in Tower Hamlets to perform alongside a group of professionals. Fine art 
photographer, Brijesh Patel, who will deliver our post AGM presentation this year, will also 
exhibit his project on Gandhi's salt march - “SALT/Land & People” - at Kingsley Hall. We will 
also exhibit our Gandhi photographic exhibition which is finally ready.  
 
Unfortunately, the controversy we inadvertently created around the Peace Award last year 
meant it had to be postponed. However, we hope to be able to present the award to Binayak 
Sen and Bulu Imam in June this year.    

Mark Hoda 

REPORTS OF EVENTS 

 
Multi Faith Celebration, St Ethelberga's, 30 January 2012 
 
It was really heartening to see such a large audience gather at St Ethelburga's on a cold 
January evening. They heard  though provoking reflections on the environment and 
sustainability from a range of faith perspectives as well as on Gandhi's influence on the 
green movement today, which continues to draw inspiration from his philosophy and 
satyagraha strategies. 
 
Anglican Priest Father Ivor opened proceedings with a quote often attributed to Gandhi that 
“There is enough in the world for everyone's need buy not anyone's greed”.  
 
Gandhi Foundation Trustee, Graham Davey, set out how the Quaker Testimonies of 
simplicity, truth, equality and peace relate to care for the environment by espousing the 
values of moderation, sustainability and non violence and concern for the depletion of non 
renewable resources. 
 



Gandhi Foundation and Environmental Law foundation founder, Martin Polden, offered 
observations on the teachings of Judaism. He explained how Gandhi was influenced by the 
Jewish community in South Africa and how the 12th century philosopher Maimonides 
influenced E.F. Schumacher's 'Guide for the Perplexed'. As a lawyer, Polden has worked 
with Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian environmentalists “on issues that concern the region 
and where each marks the other with respect and recognition of each as human beings, with 
the key of living together, as distinct from stereotypes”. Martin Polden also said that our 
prayers were with GF President Lord Attenborough, who is unwell. Trustee John Rowley also 
collected messages from the audience to send to him.  
 
Reverend Nagase from the London Peace Pagoda, said that in Buddhism, there are two 
paths open to attain  Buddhahood; creating the  pure land, and to lead the people to the 
teachings of Buddhism. “When people become peaceful and affectionate, the land in which 
they live is also bound to become peaceful and affectionate in accordance...It may seem as 
if the path is separated into two: the land and the people, yet originally both are the 
realisations of a single truth”. 
  

Reflecting on the Japanese earthquake and tsunami last year, Rev Nagase said “If the 
minds of the people are impure, their land is also impure, but  if their minds are pure, so is 
their land.  
 
Madhava Turumella from the Hindu Forum explained how he stayed at Gandhi's Sevagram 
ashram after graduating from university. He said he found serenity there and appreciated the 
many faiths that influenced Gandhi.  
 
Gandhi Foundation Trustee, Omar Hayat, speaking about Islam, also echoed much of what 
previous speakers and highlighted the great commonality between faiths. The Qur'an states 
that man is not at the centre of the world, but just one part of the environment. Islam 
emphasises the unity of creation and equality of all creation and the role of man as a trustee 
of the earth and its resources and calls for humility. The current environmental crisis reflects 
mankind's spiritual crisis. Hayat concluded with a quote from Prophet Mohammed “Act in 
your life as though you are living forever and act for the Hereafter as if you are dying 
tomorrow.”  
 
Green London Assembly Member, Darren Johnson, explained the impact that Gandhi has 
had on modern environmentalists. Johnson said Gandhi was one of the first public figures to 
warn of environmental damage, warning of the consequences of pollution of air water and 
grain, and he described him as “A patron saint of the green movement”. 
 
John Dal Din, representing the Catholic faith, like Father Ivor, offered a Franciscan prayer - 
the Canticle of Creation. He talked of the deep links between St Francis and Gandhi. 
 
Ajit Singh posed the question what is the world and our place within it. Quoting Guru Nanak 
and Sikh morning prayers, he said that God creates and sustains the earth but mankind is 
responsible for it and all its life forms. All life is interconnected and any damage done to the 
earth is damage to me, said Singh.  
 
David Fazey from Village Action India talked about a month long Ekta Parishad (an Indian 
grassroots movement) Satyagraha march in October in which 100,000 people will 
participate. It is inspired by Gandhi and is being staged to highlight the plight of Indian rural 
communities who are being denied rights to their land, water and forests. This march builds 
on the Janadesh march in 2007 – www.marchforjustice2012.org. 
 

http://www.marchforjustice2012.org/


There were further impromptu contributions at the end of the event such as Margaret 
Waterward who highlighted a march of 450 slum children dressed in Khadi in Kolkata the 
previous day, calling for education and a future free of poverty. 
 

Mark Hoda concluded the event by thanking Omar Hayat and GF Friend Jane Sill for all their 
help in organising this year's Multi Faith Celebration.   
          Mark Hoda 
 
Summer Gathering of GF Friends  
 
In 2011 the Gandhi Foundation Summer School and Gathering was held from Saturday 23rd 
July to Saturday 30th July inclusive. It was held in the same venue as in 2010, St 
Christopher School in Letchworth Garden City.  
 
Each year the intention behind the Summer Gathering remains the same: to form a 
temporary community in order to have a taste of an ashram-like experience. This year the 
theme of the week was ‘Faith and Sustainability’. The programme of daily sessions was set 
as follows:  
Sunday Gandhi: the simple life and care of the environment  
Monday Why faith ? What do we mean by sustainability ? 
Tuesday Earth religions – beliefs and practices of indigenous peoples 
Wednesday Abrahamic religions – Judaism, Islam and Christianity 
Thursday Eastern religions – Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Sihkism 
Friday Chinese religions – Confucianism, Taoism 
 
The presentations were given by Arya Bhardwaj on Thursday, Trevor Lewis on Sunday and 
Wednesday and Graham Davey on the remaining days. Ken Scott presided over the kitchen 
as in previous years, ably assisted by his fiancée Vanessa, plus assorted helpers from the 
rest the community. As always the food was vegetarian, excellent quality, and plentiful. 

 
On most mornings a session of yoga instruction was available at 7am for early risers. 
Traditionally the afternoons have been left free for people to engage in some form of craft 
activity, such as painting, knitting, and other pursuits. Graham Davey made some loaves of 
bread, as is his custom. 
 
Michael Snellgrove had brought his 16mm film projector and showed several films from his 
collection, mainly in the evenings. 
 
On the final evening we held the usual ‘concert party.’ This consists of a miscellany of songs, 
poetry readings, recitations and music.  
 
In 2011 fewer people attended the Gathering than in previous years, but all who did attend 
contributed in making it a lively and rewarding success. 
          Trevor Lewis 
 
Annual Lecture 

 

In a wonderfully grave and meditative manner Professor Anthony Parel delivered the Gandhi 
Annual lecture for 2011 in the Nehru Centre, London, 13 October. His title: Pax Gandhiana: 
is Gandhian Non-violence Compatible with the Coercive State? 
 
Parel began by drawing a contrast between Pax Britannica and Pax Gandhiana, the former 
based on force, the latter, consent. He reminded us that Machiavelli had seen Pax Romana 
as based on arms first and then laws. But Parel takes the distinction between force and 
consent in a crucial direction, to quote: “coercion based on consent is compatible with 



Gandhian non-violence”. We need a new equilibrium between consent, coercion, 
nonviolence and the state. 
 
In 1944 Gandhi, a prisoner in the Aga Khan’s palace, had attempted to write a thesis on non 
violence in India but then – and Parel sees this as an astonishing admission from the apostle 
of nonviolence: “But as I proceeded with my writing, I could not go on. I had to stop”... Why 
?: “because he realized India in her present condition was not ready to become a nonviolent 
country, neither philosophically nor socially nor politically”. In his lecture Parel expands on 
how Gandhi tried to overcome this limitation, by providing, firstly, a new philosophy of 
nonviolence, secondly, an account of what an appropriate civil society would look like, and, 
thirdly, a description of the nature of a Gandhian coercive state. 
 
A point of departure for a new philosophy of nonviolence is to attribute ahimsa no longer 
exclusively to an Indian spiritual elite of yogis but as a virtue that any good citizen could 
obtain to, no longer a monastic virtue but a civic one. It is a question of pursuing “the ethic of 
right action”: “Gandhi repudiates the distinction between this-worldly and other-worldly 
activities as being totally irrelevant to today’s conception of action”. Here is Parel’s highly 
original reinterpretation of artha. 
 
He then introduces another fascinating differentiation between religion and what he calls 
‘deep ethics’. “Doctrines tend to separate, ethics tend to unite.” Gandhi saw in all religions a 
golden rule, a pure ethics, non-sectarian, a universal ethics that puts paid to any divide 
between the secular and the religious. His inspiration for engaging in this-worldly activity had 
been his guru, Gokhale, and, rather surprisingly, the prophet Isaiah. In his friendship with C 
F Andrews Gandhi felt here was a coming together of this new deep ethics. 
 
So how to characterise a civic nationalism which could embrace this new philosophy of 
nonviolence? It could not be based on ethnicity or religion, it had to see its citizens as 
individuals, as bearers of fundamental rights and capable of swaraj. Five true men could 
pave the way, “humans in whom true humanity has fully developed. True humanity supplies 
the link between secular civic nationalism and deep spiritual life”. 
 
The tragedy of Jinnah and Savarkar and, Parel feels, South Asia generally lies in this failure 
to differentiate between religious doctrines and ethics: “where religion becomes a complete 
social order, it becomes less and less personal, more and more national, and more and 
more violent”. Only a few are capable of what Gandhi called ‘heroic non-violence’, acting in 
that Jesus tradition of vicarious suffering. 
 
Parel then addressed the obstacles in India in the way of realising this version of civic 
nationalism, untouchability and caste prejudice. How to overcome the fear of ritual pollution? 
It is here that Parel sees Gandhi making a decisive connection with the third stage of his 
own argument: “the battle against caste prejudice could never be won without the support of 
the coercive state. Ethics alone was not enough”. 
 
So to the critical third phase of the lecture: “Gandhi’s distinctive contribution to the theory of 
civic nonviolence is that its effectiveness depends on the coercive state”. To Gandhi our very 
embodied self entails a level of violence. Somewhat opaquely Parel also claims “without the 
mediation of the state the pursuit of rights leads to violence”. But then comes one major 
caveat: we also have a right to civil disobedience: “citizens have the right to exercise soul-
force in their dealings with the state. Satyagraha is based on this assumption”. We are 
primarily spiritual beings. 
 
And here Parel opens up a new paradigm on what Gandhi had to say on national self-
defence. He sees an old philosophy of non-violence as putting “on shelf the duty of self-
defence by military means”. He quotes a revealing commentary by Gandhi at the Round 



Table Conference in 1931 on the need for a nation state to have the means of military self-
defence: “I would wait till eternity if I cannot get control of defence. I refuse to deceive myself 
that I am going to embark upon responsible government although I cannot control my 
defence …. That is my fundamental position.” All this sets him apart from a traditional pacifist 
like Leo Tolstoy. He is more in line with Immanuel Kant’s vision of a league of republican 
states as a zone of peace. But, even so, Gandhi did modify his views after World War II and 
the emergence of nuclear weapons, saw the necessity of progressive disarmament and 
spoke in terms more of a nonviolent national civil self defence. And Gandhi’s version of a 
coercive state was always one of minimal interventionism, for his emphasis was always on 
individual initiative. 
 
In conclusion, Parel argues it is not enough as Anna Hazare is doing just to attack political 
corruption, the real enemy is the violence practised “daily on the basis of religion, caste or 
ethnicity”. The need remains for “ ‘five true Indians’ ‘with whom there is neither Hindu nor 
Muslim nor any other’, or with whom there is neither high caste nor out-caste. Pax 
Gandhiana depends on them. May their tribe increase.” 
 
A full version of the lecture is available on the Gandhi Foundation website. 

          Antony Copley 

 

Postponement of 2011 Peace Award and 7 November seminar on next steps 

 

The original announcement from The Trustees of The Gandhi Foundation that Dr Binayak 
Sen and Bulu Imam would jointly accept The International Gandhi Peace Award 2011 “on 
behalf of  The Adivasis – The Tribal Peoples of India” caused great distress to many people. 
 

The Foundation apologised unreservedly for this inept phrasing. The implication many drew 
was that there was no one from the indigenous communities worthy enough to accept the 
Award. We did not intend to imply this nor, further, to insult anybody. We simply wanted to 
place the appalling plight of millions of tribal people above that of any one individual however 
extraordinary their contribution has been. Both Recipients agreed that the continuing 
violence and human rights abuses facing all tribal and other disenfranchised peoples are far 
more important than themselves. 

Our position is that the UK bears both an historic responsibility and now a current duty of 
care from the fact that London is host to many corporations and investors involved in 
exploiting tribal lands. We feel it is vital that people here are much better informed about the 
whole situation and that our government is challenged to take constructive action. We  
began this with three Parliamentary Questions. 

Comment and criticism of the original announcement escalated rapidly in the Indian media 
and cyberspace and we were simply unable to keep up. We posted a second announcement 
but this failed to meet all criticisms. We were thrown into further turmoil on 28th October 
when Dr Sen wrote to us detailing some of these. Despite our best efforts and those of 
others (e.g. letter from Jharkhand Human Rights Movement and Jharkhand Indigenous 
People’s Forum) to persuade him, Dr Sen has stayed with his decision. 

Because The Foundation gave the Peace Award jointly, we decided in turn that we had to 
postpone the Award ceremony. We hope that this will give us time to cooperate more closely 
with all parties so that a bigger and better event might occur next year. We are still intent on 
honouring Dr Sen and Mr Imam for their outstanding advocacy of Non-violence and for all 
the work they have both done for decades with Adivasi people on human rights, health, 
cultural and environmental matters. 



Instead of the Peace Award ceremony Bulu Imam and discussant, Dr Felix Padel, 
participated in a seminar on practical next steps in the UK on 9 November at Amnesty's 
Human Rights Action Centre. The event was attended by around 70 people. 

John Rowley 
 
Schumacher Centenary Festival; “Time for a New Direction”, 8-9 October 2011, 
Colston Hall, Bristol 
 
Judging by the eight hundred passionate activists that filled Colston Hall in Bristol in October 
last year, the ideas of Gandhi inspired economist, E.F. Schumacher about sustainability and 
human scale appropriate technology, are still hugely persuasive and relevant today. 
 
Both the Gandhi Foundation, and its sister organisation Jeevika Trust which Schumacher 
helped to establish, were well represented at the Schumacher Festival, which was organised 
to mark the centenary of his birth.  
 
The Foundation and Jeevika ran a joint stall which generated a lot of interest from delegates 
and Jeevika ran a workshop on how Schumacher inspires its work to address vast rural 
poverty in India through village livelihood projects. 
 
As well as workshops, film screenings, poetry and music, a diverse range plenary speakers 
explored different aspects of Schumacher's ideas and how they are inspiring environmental 
campaigners today.  
 
Satish Kumar, editor of Resurgence, spoke of how Schumacher bought ecology – working 
with nature – and economy together through his thinking. 
 
The lawyer Polly Higgins, spoke about a judicial campaign to add ecocide – defined as 
crimes against the earth – to the existing crimes against peace. 
 
Caroline Lucus MP, leader of the Green Party, said it was difficult to think of a more 
economically and spiritually important book than Schumacher's “Small is Beautiful”. It 
provides a positive agenda for change which the world cannot afford not to act given the 
climate change, economic and population growth challenges it faces. 
 
Paul Bloom, head of the ethical bank, Triodos, spoke about how the current  economic crisis 
was caused by the huge debt entirely created by banks and the financial system. He called 
for the recreation of a diverse financial system based on a number of small, ethical, 
transparent banks with big networks.  
 
The environmental activist, Bill McKibbin spoke about the devastating consequences of 
climate change and his youth campaign to address it; 350.org. Rob Hopkins spoke of local 
transition town initiatives up and down the country, to reduce reliance on fossil fuels.  
Academic Tim Jackson explained how Schumacher was inspired by Buddhist economics.  
 
In the concluding speech Diana Schumacher asked; How does what I do today affect the 
entire system to which I belong ? One of the things which Schumacher used to say was “The 
secret is to look at the world and see it whole”, not in isolated units or little fragments.  
Quoting from Small is Beautiful she said; “Any intelligent fool can make things bigger, more 
complicated and more violent. It takes a touch of genius, and a lot of courage, to move in the 
opposite direction”. 
 
I think Schumacher would have been absolutely delighted to hear these somewhat 
challenging and controversial ideas coming out of the mouths of green lawyers, politicians 



and bankers. There has recently been a very significant ‘sea change’ and we should all be 
very encouraged by this enormous shift in consciousness. Conference speeches, delegate 
feedback and coverage can be found at www.schumacher.org.uk 
          Mark Hoda 
 
Post 2011 AGM presentation and exhibition on Gandhi in Noakhali, 21 May, Kingsley 
Hall 
 
This event was organised and led by artist local Saif Osmani who showcased his mid 
season exhibition on “The Spaces Inhabited by Gandhi”. The event also featured a 
screening of rare footage of Mahatma Gandhi’s visit to Noakhali during the 1946 riots, a 
testimonial on Gandhi’s visit read by  GF Trustee Shaheen Westcombe MBE from her 
father's archive, and poetry and speech readings. 
 

Speaking about his exhibition Saif said “The style of painting I have chosen borrows from far 
eastern practices, from Chinese, Japanese and Taiwanese rural paintings on cloth. I initially 
started with broad, loose brush strokes, layering the details and features of the buildings in 
an attempt to re-create a sense of time and place, whilst playing with perspective. Each 
piece was further abstracted by imbuing meanings extracted from testimonies in Noakhali 
and London, such as in the piece ‘Top of Gandhi’s head’ and ‘Beyond Landscapes’. Through 
abstraction I am exploring Gandhi’s influence over physical occurrences as well as tracking 
his thought process and philosophy”. 

 

   

 

GENERAL REPORTS 

The Gandhi Way 

The first issue of the year celebrated the centenary of the birth of C F Schumacher, the 
economist who settled in Britain to avoid living under Nazism, with an article by Diana 
Schumacher.  Gandhian ideas were a major influence on Schumacher and contributed to 
Schumacher’s ‘economics as if people mattered’.   
 
GF Friend Christine Booth introduced us to a remarkable organisation BMVSS which 
supplies artificial limbs to the sadly many men, women and children who have lost limbs in 
India.  They invented the Jaipur Foot, which is flexible and robust, 40 years ago and now 
have    other centres throughout India; it is financed mainly by donations.  
 



The second issue had two themes.  The first was the plight of many of the tribal peoples of 
India (Adivasis).  In many places their way of life is being threatened by the economic 
development of India and by transnational corporations trying to gain access to tribal land 
rich in minerals or forests and in the process destroying the Adivasis way of life.  The second 
theme had been provoked by a new book on Gandhi, Great Soul by distinguished American 
journalist Joseph Lelyveld.  This caused considerable furore in India and was almost banned 
in Gujarat.  British historian Professor Andrew Roberts used the book as a platform to attack 
Gandhi’s reputation on a number of fronts.  The article published in the Wall Street Journal 
was reprinted in The Gandhi Way along with a corrective response from Antony Copley.  
 
The third issue had an article by Poppy Rowley looking at moral issues facing those 
participating in war and by implication an issue for all of us living in societies that still believe 
in the just war concept.  Paul Mukerji  told us of some of the links between Gandhi and that 
other great 20th Century Indian Rabindranath Tagore whose 150th birth anniversary was in 
2011.  Bill Palethorpe gave us facts of the impact on the planet at the present time of using 
animals in our diet, facts that reinforce Gandhi’s position which was essentially vegan. 
 
The final issue of the year returned to the book by Joseph Lelyveld with a substantial review 
of it by Antony Copley.  It is clearly not a general biography but concentrates on certain 
aspects of Gandhi’s life but neither is it the sensationalist work some had represented it as.   
Professor Anthony Parel gave this year’s Annual Lecture as Pax Gandhiana: is Gandhian 
Nonviolence Compatible with the Coercive State?  Antony Copley gave his response to this 
stimulating lecture.  
          George Paxton 

Friends of the GF 

Sadly the readership of The Gandhi Way continues to decline as the number of Friends 
continues the downward path it has been on for a number of years.  The small efforts to 
recruit new Friends through our leaflet are insufficient to bring in more than a very few and 
those coming by way of our website are too few to balance those not renewing their 
subscriptions.  The print run for The Gandhi Way is a little over 300.  
          George Paxton 

Website 

The Gandhi Foundation website (www.gandhifoundation.org) has enjoyed an increased level 
of interest in 2011-12, with a total of 80,832 views in the year compared to 58,765 in 2010-
11, an increase of 22,067. The average number of views per month is 6,736; 

 

Month Views   

Apr-11 4460   

May-11 5181   

Jun-11 4259   

Jul-11 3568   

Aug-11 4909   

Sep-11 5640   

Oct-11 7146   

Nov-11 7168   

Dec-11 6611   

Jan-12 10966   

Feb-12 12405   

Mar-12 8519   



Total 80832   

Average 6736   
 
 
In 2011-12 the most popular article on the website was ‘I’d rather not be Anna’ by Arundhati 
Roy and the response by Dr Felix Padel with 408 views. The article by Javed Iqbal ‘The 
Non-nation – A Story of Racism’ received 394 views. Our very own Antony Copley’s article 
‘Misunderstanding Gandhi’ still proving popular with an extra 169 views on top of last year’s 
impressive 751. 

 
2011-12 saw continued assistance to the campaign for the indigenous tribal people in East 
India. Gladson Dungdung’s article ‘Do We Also Have The Democratic Rights?’ and Graham 
Davey’s article ‘Tribes and Tribulations’ were popular additions to the Campaign page. 

 
The website continues to be a principal source of new Friends for the Foundation, with 
joiners from both the UK and overseas during in the period. This year saw the biggest ever 
donation via the website of £2,000. 

 

The Gandhi Foundation page on Facebook now has 414 friends, up from 239 last year, an 
increase of 175. A demographic breakdown of the people who ‘like’ our Facebook page 
shows that they predominantly come from three countries: India, the UK and the USA; 62% 
are men; and 30% are aged between 35-44.          

        Diane Gregory & Matthew Bain 

Academic Adviser’s Report  

This was a year when I became much preoccupied with a controversial new biography of 
Gandhi, Joseph Lelyveld’s Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and His Struggle with India. Initially 
I did so by way of a response to a highly perverse review of the book by Andrew Roberts in 
the Wall Street Journal (See Gandhi Way No 108 Summer 2011)Interestingly, Professor 
Mathai likewise responded to that review in Gandhi Marg. A champion of Churchill, it seemed  
to me that Roberts had manipulated  the biography as his way of getting back at Gandhi, 
Churchill’s arch-rival and more than anyone else responsible for destroying his dream of 
Empire. Roberts played up all the controversial aspects of Lelyveld’s study, issues of his 
sexuality, his relationship with Kallenbach, his blind spot on emergent apartheid in South 
Africa, his controversy with Ambedkar and their rivalry for the following of the untouchables, 
and the like. In fact when I came to take a long hard look at the biography, and George 
Paxton tells me my review was the longest essay he has ever published in Gandhi Way (see 
No 110 Winter 2011-12), it was soon clear to me that Roberts’ review was a travesty of a 
sincerely and movingly argued interpretation of Gandhi, an interpretation shared by William 
Dalrymple. Original features include a highlighting of the significance of the first mass 
satyagraha in South Africa in 1913 and an analysis of why indeed his relationship with 
Ambedkar did become so fraught, whilst at the same time Lelyveld’s being in awe of 
Gandhi’s heroic struggle to reflect the needs of untouchables in the 1930’s.It is a divide 
between Gandhians and the dalits and adivasis which sadly has not gone away. 
 
I was delighted that my friend and academic colleague Professor Anthony Parel gave the 
Gandhi lecture this year, 13 October 2011, in the Nehru Centre. His was a nuanced view on 
Gandhi’s attitudes to the role of the state and war. Not all agreed and George Paxton took 
issue with his interpretation of Gandhi’s attitudes to war in the Gandhi Way. (See my 
summary of the lecture Gandhi Way No 110.The whole is on our website.) 
 
 The Nobel Peace Centre is later this year in September putting on an exhibition on Gandhi, 
in part driven by a wish to explain why Gandhi was never awarded the Peace prize, though 



his name came up three times. A very ingenious interactive exhibition is in the making. I was 
asked to contribute to one of the materials for this exhibition, attaching to the letters of the 
alphabet selected themes from his life and ideas. Subsequently Mark Hoda and I showed 
two representatives of the Nobel Peace Centre round Kingsley Hall. They enjoyed their visit. 
 
I am relieved to say that after a hard struggle over the winter I finished my project on music 
and it will be published later this year with the title Music and the Spiritual: Composers and 
Politics in the 20th Century. At a late stage I recognised that Anthony Parel’s theme of Gandhi 
acting out the Hindu value of artha as his spiritual path was one way in which I could 
highlight the expression of a this-worldly spirituality in 20th century music. 
          Antony Copley 

Hoda/Evans Memorial Project – Schools Exhibition 

The Gandhi photographic exhibition has finally been completed after a long and frustrating 
delay. It will be displayed at Kingsley Hall during its open days and performances of Jim 
Kenworth's play during the Olympics and Paralympics. In the longer term, I will also be 
looking to promote the exhibition in local schools and inviting them to bring their children to 
Kingsley Hall to view it.   

          Mark Hoda 

Kingsley Hall Report 

In the current climate of austerity measures and cut backs, Kingsley Hall like all other 
voluntary organisations is struggling. Without the commitment and goodwill of the staff and 
volunteers, it would not be possible to keep the centre running. The various activities 
provided at the centre caters for the diverse community of Bow and users from a wide range 
of age groups. 
 
The Three Bees Cafe started last year runs once a week. It provides healthy food at a 
reasonable price and is popular. During the early days Mosaic offered help and advice. Their 
worker has been busy and there has not been any contact for several months. As in other 
years, volunteers from the Gandhi Foundation helped on the day of the Open House in 
September and had a stall and various displays. 
 
For sometime, the Trustees have been discussing about the need to renovate and refurbish 
the building. Nick Ray, an architect from Cambridge has been involved. A digital survey of 
the building has been undertaken and plans prepared. There have been dialogues with the 
local authority and English Heritage. The building works will require a significant amount of 
funding. Kingsley Hall is hoping that the Gandhi Foundation will help in fund raising. 
 
One of the major achievements of Kingsley Hall has been the launch of the Lester Sisters' 
Archives at Bishopsgate Institute recently. The collection includes documents, letters, 
photographs and speeches of the two amazing sisters. It was a long and difficult task. 
 
Kingsley Hall plans to open the building during the Olympics for two weeks. Gandhi 
Foundation has been involved in the discussions. There has been liaison with the Children's 
Home and they are interested in joining. Brijesh Patel will be displaying his pictures of the 
Salt March and Jim Kenworth will be presenting a play, “When Chaplin Met Gandhi”. There 
will be other displays and activities including an R.D. Laing / Philadelphia Association 
Exhibition. The cafe will also operate. Kingsley Hall hopes to have the centre open for 
another week during the Paralympics. A website is to be set up as a way of keeping up to 
date on the developments during the Olympics. 

 
As the Gandhi Foundation representative on the Board of Trustees of Kingsley I have been 
involved with various activities and sub-groups (Building, Heritage and Olympic). I also did a 



presentation at the launch of the Lester archives. The link with Kingsley Hall is important and 
has been valuable. The legacy left by the Lester sisters and Mahatma Gandhi must live on. 
        
       Shaheen Choudhury-Westcombe 
Jeevika Trust Report 

Jeevika Trust has been very successful in securing programme funding for its village 
livelihood projects in India over the last year, including large grants from DfID and the 
Innocent Foundation. However, securing 'core funding' to run its very lean operation (just two 
part time staff members and a one room office in Hampton Wick) remains a major challenge.    

In March and April I was working full time for Jeevika Trust after a winning a grant from 
Vodafone's 'World of Difference' programme  

(http://worldofdifference.vodafone.co.uk/blogs/mark-hoda/). 

This has enabled me to formulate stakeholder engagement and fundraising strategies and 
organise some awareness and fund-raising events, which will hopefully yield some of this 
core funding we urgently need. In January, Jeevika hosted a panel discussion in Richmond 
to mark the centenary of E.F. Schumacher's birth 

(www.jeevika.org.uk/Videos/IsSmallstillBeautifulVideos.htm).  

Looking forward to the rest of this year, in July our local MP, and the Government's Business 
Secretary, Vince Cable, will host a corporate reception on the theme of “Whether Indian 
trade and aid should be linked”. On 30 September, Jeevika will hold its annual sponsored 
“Walk for Water” to raise money for its water and sanitation projects. This will be preceded 
by “Talk for Water” on 6 September by acclaimed Garden designer, Cleve West, on drought 
resistant gardening. Jeevika will also be running its historical tours on the East India 
Company in London in October and November. If you want details of any of these events 

please e mail me at markh@jeevika.org.uk      

          Mark Hoda 

 

http://worldofdifference.vodafone.co.uk/blogs/mark-hoda/
http://www.jeevika.org.uk/Videos/IsSmallstillBeautifulVideos.htm
mailto:markh@jeevika.org.uk


The Gandhi Foundation 
Income and Expenditure Accounts for the Year 2011 

 
INCOME    2011 2010     EXPENDITURE   2011         2010 
 
Standing Orders         1855.00 2660.00   Gandhi Way printing   740.00         728.00 
Subs and donations    1211.05  994.01    Gandhi Way expenses   791.99         738.95 
inc. PayPal  
Grants received           600.00 5530.03              Literature purchase    85.00           74.89 
Literature sales             95.50   225.50              Trustees travel    242.83         235.30 
Reclaimed Gift Aid tax - - -   453.26      Secretary’s pay & expenses               2542.96      2077.64 
Bank interest              30.49     57.30      Kingsley Hall rent               1650.00        920.00 
+ F&C dividend 
Miscellaneous             20.00     - - -        Kingsley Hall phone                  21.21         145.55 
(Surur Mem. Fund) 
Paypal                              402.13       Grants made               1830.00    10706.00 
         Network for Peace sub                  40.00          40.00 
      Bank charges                      - - -           20.67 
      Schools exhibition stands           1376.39   
       “              “           Rakesh           1500.00  - - - 
                                   _______      _______                                                          _______       _______ 
Total general income  3812.04      10322.23 Total general expenditure         10820.38    15687.00 
Income from events     2233.70        3397.71 Expenditure for events             4728.98       4193.22 
                  _______      _______                         _______        _______ 
Total income     6045.74      13719.94  Total expenditure         15549.36     19880.22 
Deficit for year     9503.62        6160.28 
     15549.36      19880.22 
 
BANK BALANCES 
At 1-1-2011 Current          4262.48    at 31-12-2011     538.63    
  Deposit          30866.88    24895.18   
  PayPal                71.16                   263.09   
  F&C Units        4238.00      4452.00   
  Total              39438.52      30148.90 
 
Total assets have decreased by £9289.62.  This is the operating loss of 9503.62 reduced by the 
increase in value of the F&C units of £214.00 which was not included in the income and expenditure 
account.  
 
EVENTS IN 2011 
    Income  Expenditure 
Summer Gathering  1933.70 1522.82 
Annual Lecture       300.00 1267.62 
Peace Award       - - -  1938.54 

 Totals   2233.70 4728.98     
  

       
       Graham Davey  20

th
 April 2012  

 
Treasurer’s Notes on the 2011 Accounts 

 
The objects of the Gandhi Foundation are: 
1. to advance public education in the UK and elsewhere about Mohandas Gandhi, his way of 
life and teachings; 
2. to initiate projects and support other organisations or individuals who directly or indirectly 
strive to keep Gandhian principles within society. 
 
No charity should hold unnecessarily large reserves.  Most aim to hold in reserve less than 
one year’s average expenditure.  The Gandhi Foundation has therefore been doing the right 



thing in reducing the high level of reserves produced by past fund-raising and some 
generous grants. 
 
Having said that, it is sad that the net deficit of over £15,000 for the two years 2010 and 
2011 has not resulted in greater fulfilment of the objects of the Foundation.   In 2011, the 
income from supporters declined by nearly £600 and the sequence of generous grants from 
the Nirman Trust for the Annual Lecture came to an end.  The third reason for the 2011 
deficit is the expense of nearly £2000 for Bulu Imam and his wife to travel from India for the 
presentation of the Annual Peace Award, an event that, in the end, had to be cancelled. 
 
We must continue to cut our expenditure where possible and maximise the income from the 
events we organise.  The reasons for the operating deficit of £9503 in 2011 were exceptional 
and I am confident the figures for the current year will be much more satisfactory. 
         Graham Davey, Treasurer 
 

GF Annual Lecturers 1985-2009, and lecture titles 

1985 – Prof. Johann Galtung, Founder, International Peace Research Institute, Oslo: 
“Gandhi Today” 
1986 – Jonathon Porritt, Director, Friends of the Earth: “Gandhi and the Green Movement” 
1987 – Martin Ennals, Secretary General, Amnesty International (Nobel Peace Prize 1977): 
“The International Concept of Human Rights” 
1988 – Prof. Paul Blau, Austrian Green Party: “The Beginning of an Epoch: time for the great 
Peace Treaty” 
1989 – Channel 4 Panel Discussion, Director,Tariq Ali: Panelists included: Dr. Rex Ambler, 
Lord Attenborough, Prof. Judith Brown, Antony Copley, Cecil Evans, Surur Hoda, Prof. 
Bhikhu Parekh, H.E. M Rasgota 
1990 – Lord Ennals, GF Chair, former Cabinet Minister: “Nonviolence in International 
Relations” 
1991 – H.E. Dr L M Singhvi, HC for India: “Gandhi Today” 
1992 – Archbishop Desmond Tutu (Nobel Peace Prize 1984) (video) “Gandhi in South 
Africa” 
1993 – H.H. the Dalai Lama (Nobel Peace Prize 1989): “Compassion – the Basis of 
Nonviolence” 
1996 – The Revd. Lord Soper: “Total Repudiation of Mass Violcnce: the only road to Peace” 
1997 – Prof. Madhu Dandavate, Delhi: “Gandhi’s Human Touch” 
1998 – Mairead Maguire, Peace People, N.Ireland (Nobel Peace Prize 1976): “Building a 
Culture of Nonviolence” 
1999 – Bruce Kent, former Chair of CND; former President, International Peace Bureau: 
“Time to Abolish War” 
2000 – Prof. Adam Curle, Founder Dept of Peace, Bradford University and International 
Mediator: “Mahatma Gandhi: the Master of Truth”  
2001– Dr.Scilla Elworthy, Founder/ Director, The Oxford Research Group: “Gandhi’s Legacy: 

the vibrancy of non-violent conflict resolution in the 21st Century” 
2002 – John Hume, MP & MEP, Leader SDLP (joint Nobel Peace Prize 1998): “An Eye for 
an Eye” 
2003 – Simon Hughes MP, Liberal Democrat candidate for Mayor of London: “India and 
Gandhi: their legacy for London” 
2004 – Helen Steven & Ellen Moxley, peace campaigners: “Our World at the Crossroads: 
Nonviolence or Nonexistence” 
2005 – Sir Mark Tully: “Was the Mahatma too Great a Soul?” 
2006 – H.E. Kamalesh Sharma, HC for India: “Encounters with Gandhi” 
2007 – Prof. Bhikhu Parekh: “Why is Gandhi still relevant?” 
2008 – Revd. Harold Good & Fr. Alec Reid: “Lessons in Peacemaking” 



2009 – Justice Aftab Alam: “The Role of the Indian Supreme Court in Upholding Secularism 
in India” 
2010 - Panel discussion on a non violent approach to the Middle East conflict - Robi Damelin 
and Ali Abu Awwad (Peace Award recipients), Denis Halliday and Huw Irranca-Davies MP 
2011 – Prof Anthony Parel: “Pax Gandhiana: is Gandhian Non-violence Compatible with the 
Coercive State?” 
 
International Gandhi Peace Award recipients 

1998 Brig. Michael Harbottle, (posthumously) ‘Generals for Peace’  

1999 Nicholas Gillett – peace activist  

2001 Jubilee 2000 – Cancel the Debt campaign  

2003 Denis Halliday – UN Assistant Sec Gen with courage of convictions during Iraq War 

2004 Helen Steven & Ellen Moxley – peace campaigners  

2005 Clive Stafford-Smith – lawyer working for death row condemned  

2006 Shabana Azmi – activist actor for many causes 

2007 Media Lens – keeping an eye on media truth 

2008 Rev. Harold Good & Father Alex Reid "Northern Ireland Peace Process" 

2009 The Children's Legal Centre, work with vulnerable children, especially girls. 

2010 Parents Circle Family Forum - grassroots charity of bereaved Palestinians & Israelis 

2011 Dr. Binayak Sen & Mr Bulu Imam, Humanitarian work in India  

 

The Gandhi Foundation and its Friends 

You can become a Friend for an annual minimum subscription of £12 (concessions £7), or 
become a Life Friend for a donation of £200. You will receive the quarterly newsletter, The 
Gandhi Way, as well as notices of the annual events organised by the Foundation.  

We are always seeking to increase our number of Friends, who represent the life blood of 
the organisation and without whom the vital work, activities and objectives of the Foundation 
would not be able to continue.  

To join us, please contact George Paxton at: 87 Barrington Drive, Glasgow G4 9ES; Tel: 
0141 339 6917; email: gpaxton@phonecoop.coop  Membership forms can be sent out via 
post or are available on our website. 

We always welcome articles, book reviews and letters of a specifically or broadly Gandhian 
nature for The Gandhi Way. Please send pieces for consideration to George Paxton (the 
Editor) at his contact details given above. There is a maximum word limit of 2000 words for 
submissions.  

We would like to thank all The Gandhi Foundation Friends for coming to our events, reading 
The Gandhi Way and for supporting us with your goodwill, subscriptions and generous 
donations.  

Our Executive Committee quarterly meetings are open to any GF Friend to attend – just let 
us know if you would like to come along. You can also become a member of the Executive 
Committee following attendance as an observer at three consecutive meetings, by invitation. 
Please contact us if you have a special area of interest or skill-set that you feel you would be 
able to contribute to the organisation. 


