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The purpose of the Foundation is to promote knowledge about the life and teaching of Gandhi and 
to relate it to some of the major challenges and conflicts of our time such as social injustice, 
poverty, discrimination, destruction of the environment, the arms race and war. Gandhi’s 
advocating of non-violent approaches to conflict are valued and promoted. On 15 June 2007, the 
United Nations General Assembly voted to establish Gandhi’s date of birth, 2 October, as the 
International Day of Non-Violence. 

The Gandhi Foundation was set up at a meeting in October 1983, following Richard 
Attenborough’s film “Gandhi” and the renewed interest that it aroused. The Foundation has no full-
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members take forward the purpose of the Foundation through its ongoing projects. All Gandhi 
Foundation Friends are encouraged to become involved in areas that are of particular interest to 
them. 

 

 

Life President & Patron:  Lord Richard Attenborough 

 

President:                 Bhikhu Parekh 

 

Patrons:                             Godric Bader, Navnit Dholakia, Denis Halliday,     

                                            Eirwen Harbottle, Martin Polden, Diana Schumacher, 
Mark Tully 

 

Legal Advice:     Withers & Co, London 

 

Executive Committee:  

 

Richard Attenborough T (=Trustee) 

Mark Hoda, GF Chair since 2010, T (also The Hoda Evans Memorial Fund, Jeevika Trust) 

Antony Copley T, Academic Adviser 

Graham Davey T, Treasurer 

Omar Hayat T (Gandhi Peace Award, Annual Lecture) 

Trevor Lewis (Summer Gathering Co-ordinator) 

George Paxton T, Editor - The Gandhi Way (also GF Membership) 

William Rhind 

John Rowley T (Gandhi Peace Award, Patron contact) 

     Shaheen Choudhury-Westcombe (Kingsley Hall Link) 

      

 



Report from Chair for 2012/13 – Mark Hoda 

 
One of the highlights of the past year for me personally, was the Kingsley Hall Show. I was put on 
during the London Olympics to showcase local performers, art and photographic exhibitions and 
Kingsley Hall’s rich history. In particular, the Kingsley Hall show gave playwright, Jim Kenworth, the 
opportunity to stage his play “When Chaplin Met Gandhi”, with local children performing 
wonderfully alongside professional actors, in the place where he set it.  
 
The show highlighted Kingsley Hall’s fascinating history and the vital role it has always played in its 
local community. It is, therefore, very worrying to read Shaheen Westcombe’s report in this Annual 
Report on the continuing problems it is facing in the current economic climate. Any thoughts on 
how we can support David Baker and the rest of the Kingsley Hall team through this difficult period 
would be most welcome. 
 
Once again, this report summerises the wide range of very successful events and initiatives 
delivered over the past year. A big thank you goes out to all the GF’s Executive, volunteers and 
Friends who have given their time and energy to deliver them. In particular, our thanks go to John 
Rowley for all his perseverance in organising a fascinating Peace Award ceremony for Binayak 
Sen and Bulu Imam. We were all very sorry to hear of the death of Bulu’s son, Jason, and you can 
find some of his wonderful paintings on our website.        
 
We have continued to award small financial grants to organisations and projects based on 
Gandhian ideals and values. Our post AGM talk this year will be delivered by Ruhul Abdin from 
East London based social enterprise, Paraa. The Foundation is supporting a resource library for 
the Bihari community in Dhaka. We are also supporting a documentary film on the last eight years 
of Gandhi’s life, entitled “The Hero’s life of Mahatma Gandhi”.  
 
The year ahead promises to be very exciting, with a fresh strategy for the GF being developed by 
John Rowley, in consultation with our new President, Lord Parekh, and our Patrons.  
 
Perhaps through our forthcoming Annual Lecture by the Coalition Government’s Business 
Secretary, Vince Cable, and our annual Summer Gathering we will also have the chance to explore 
Gandhian alternatives to debt fuelled capitalism, which is causing such hardship  locally, nationally 
and around world.   
 
     
REPORTS OF EVENTS 

 
Religions for Peace Multi- Faith Events 
 
The GF did not organise its own Multi-Faith events is year but promoted two events organised by 
Religions for Peace (religionsforpeace.org). 
 
On 29 January, Rabbi Prof Dan Cohn-Sherbok set out a “Jewish Justification for a 
Palestinian State” at Westminster Cathedral. He set out the the contrasting views of Zioniosts, 
who maintained that the creation of a Jewish commonwealth in the Holy land was the only remedy 
for the malady of antisemitism, and Orthodox and liberal Jews, who argued for assimilation.  
 
Cohn-Sherbok went on to argue for a two state soultion to the conflict between Isreal and Palestine 
based on Jewish theology of liberation acting as “a clarion call, awakening the people of Israel to 
their divinely appointed task”. He went on to say “Jewish tradition points to God’s kingdom as the 
goal and hope of humankind: a world in which all peoples and nations will turn away from injustice. 
For over 3000 years the land of Israel has been at the centre of the Jewish faith. Now that the 
Jewish nation has re-established itself in Eretz Israel after centuries of exile, what is now needed is 
for Jews world-wide to turn their attention to the Palestinian problem. The Jewish longing for 
statehood has been fulfilled. As an empowered people, we must empower those who cry out in 
their distress.  God’s promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob must not be allowed to overshadow the 
Bible’s commitment to the liberation of all  of God’s people". 



 
In “Choice – Emnity or Empathy” in the House of Lords on 5 February, former IRA activist, 
Pat Magee and Jo Berry, daughter of one of his victims in the Brighton bombing, Conservative MP 
Anthony Berry, discussed the Northern Ireland peace process.   
 
In order to try and overcome the grief and anger caused by her father's death, Jo Berry agreed to 
meet Magee in order understand the reason for the bombing and to try and build a bridge across 
the secarian divide in Northern Ireland.   
 
After their first encounter in 2000, the pair have meet over one hundred times to give talks on 
peaace and reconciliation, and will shortly travel to Isreal and Palestine together. They were the 
subject of an Everyman TV documentary in 2001.   
 
Belfast born Pat Magee, former IRA activist, who was given multiple life sentences for the Brighton 
bombing, opened his address by admitting that he “killed Jo’s father”, that he wanted a “personal 
abnegation”, to “try to heal; to make a restoration”.  He said “I regret every single injury and death I 
caused”, and thanked “Jo, for having this trust in me after all this time”.  
     
          Mark Hoda 
 
 
 
Summer Gathering of GF Friends  
 
Last year our annual weeklong ashram type experience took place at the Abbey again, from 28th 
July – 4th August. Without access to either TV or computers and with the nearest shop some walk 
away we were Olympic free for the week but no one felt deprived, being together and taking part in 
our own shared activities was enough. There was no competition here, only cooperation and 
mutual appreciation. Twenty of us, aged 7 to 75+, shared in an inspirational week which included 
serious exploration of the issues of non-violence both for ourselves and our global family, 
reflection, sharing, living as one community and having fun.   

This year our theme for the week was the Power of Non-Violence. Each day was slightly different 
as described below. Many of the morning presentations were in depth and raised many fascinating 
and contentious issues for us all to grapple with.   

On Sunday Graham gave a short summary of Gandhi’s life.  The following day we looked at the 
ideas and people who had influenced Gandhi.  Gandhi’s ideas evolved over time and later he was 
very good at putting them into practice.  The Bhagavad Gita, the Bible, John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Henry 
David Thoreau were discussed.  We then looked more closely at the lives of Martin Luther King 
and Nelson Mandela who were themselves influenced by Gandhi.  In small groups we studied a 
handout detailing the life of Nelson Mandela and attempted to find similarities and differences.  

On Tuesday, Graham gave a brief presentation on the different Arab states and the recent Arab 
spring, illustrating that the methods used in their revolutions against oppressive regimes had not all 
been nonviolent.  We discussed the ideas of the academic Gene Sharp, the principles outlined in 
his book From Dictatorship to Democracy, and how these ideas have been put into practice.  We 
watched on DVD a recent documentary about him titled ‘How to start a Revolution’ and learnt 
about the 198 nonviolent ways in which he suggests an oppressed group of people can bring about 
significant change. These methods included nonviolent action, economic and political non-
cooperation and nonviolent intervention. One of the key issues is strategic planning.  Unplanned 
struggles have rarely been successful.  Having never heard about Gene Sharp before many of us 
found it both gripping and illuminating. 

That evening Denise ran a creative writing group for all ages.  Linnet, age 9, in particular enthralled 
us with her creative and perceptive ideas.  Many of us chose the theme ‘polite and rude’ which 
caused some giggles. 



On Wednesday, Trevor gave a presentation based on a report called War Prevention Works by the 
Oxford Research Group formed in 1982.  One of the things they study is how people can resolve 
conflict by nonviolent means.  Out of 50 case studies detailed in the report Trevor selected six of 
them – Nigeria, Assam in India, Romania, El Salvador, Liberia and Guatemala. During our 
discussion time several of us expressed surprise that there were so many instances of successful 
resolution of conflict by nonviolent means. Some of us met Nona to discuss the article in The 
Gandhi Way, Spring 2009 about Te Whiti o Rongomai, ‘A forerunner of Gandhi’ by Helena Nielson.  
He was a Maori leader who practiced nonviolent resistance against the British Empire two 
generations before Gandhi.   

Some of us joined in parachute games in the garden, a lot of fun was enjoyed by all. This was 
followed by our usual choice of creative activity and extended Bananagrams. In the evening there 
was another session of circle dancing with Hester followed by a bonfire.  It was an action packed 
and great day.  “Days don’t get much better than this”, I heard someone say. I agreed. 

The theme for the Thursday morning discussion was ‘The Violent Alternative.’ In pairs we created 
two lists, one list for the good things about war, and a second for the bad things. Back together in 
the large group there was a lively discussion.  We then discussed the definition of a just war and 
the six conditions which must be satisfied for a war to be considered just.  

In the evening we joined together in the hall for our annual party of homemade entertainment.  This 
is real old-fashioned light-hearted fun, a do-it-yourself variety show hosted by our MC, Natasha 
who had been gathering ideas from us all week and planning an order of events.  As is the tradition 
of the Gandhi Summer School and Gathering individually or in groups we perform for our friends. 
Sometimes audience participation is requested but not compulsory.  We had the usual mix of 
games, jokes, poems, music, drama and stories. It was a particularly lively party by our standards 
and everyone had a lot of fun. 

Lizz gave a presentation about living in harmony with the planet. We discussed the different ways 
people view planet earth and our relationship with it.  Research has shown that social change 
movements are very long haul and each one of us has an impact by the way we view and use 
energy, food, transport and waste. Land use, soil erosion, population and climate change are all 
critical for humanity’s future on planet earth. The issues are broad and include economics, politics, 
culture, community, legal and social infrastructure. Research has shown that behaviour change is 
not easy.  It takes three weeks of conscious effort to change behaviour and three months for the 
desired change to become established. Changes in policy can also lead, surprisingly, to changes in 
behaviour. 

Before departing on Saturday, we discussed what we found ‘new’, ‘inspiring’, ‘challenging’ and 
‘interesting’ and what we would like to follow up next year.  Next year’s theme will be about limits to 
growth and using resources more sustainably. 

Over the years I have found the week provides the perfect balance of thoughtful and relevant 
discussion about the pressing issues in today’s world, reflection, relaxation, sharing and fun. My 
heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who participated.  I feel nurtured yet again and ready to try to 
make small changes in my life.  These changes feel like a very small effort but like a mosaic where 
changing the colour of just one square changes the whole, if everyone does this maybe we can 
change the future for the better for all living beings on our fragile planet. 

We welcome new people, if you would like to take part and attend next year’s Summer School and 

Gathering please contact me at tplewis1@gmail.com 

          Trudy Lewis 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tplewis1@gmail.com


Postponed 2011 Peace Award, House of Lords, 12 June 2012 

 

 

“Chronic famine and widespread human rights abuses in india funded from London” 
 
Dr Binayak Sen argued that his Government's own statistics prove that India has been, and 
remains, in a state of chronic famine and that the hardest hit are the impoverished and the 
dispossessed.  He said that Government should be held responsible as the famine is a direct result 
of its close collusion with the many multi-national corporations keen to exploit India's vast 
resources and the increasingly draconian panoply of laws it has enacted designed to eliminate 
dissent.  The Courts, the Police and the Army support and facilitate the expropriation of land much 
of which legally belongs to the Adivasis – the Tribal Peoples.  They now suffer not only the highest 
rate of famine but have also been subjected to widespread abuses of human rights.  Bulu Imam 
said that only a ‘New Consciousness’ would allow humankind to survive.  This demands greater 
understanding and insight into what is really happening, taking responsibility for it and learning 
from peoples like the Adivasis, who are most directly in touch with the elements of life and whose 
cultures require communal sharing.  Dr Felix Padel pointed out that global mining strategy and 
most of the funding for its implementation is decided in the City of London and that, therefore, our 
Government must take responsibility for ensuring proper conduct and the same transparency in the 
mining and construction industries now expected from the banks and the financial sector.   
 
 “A New Consciousness” 
 
Bulu Imam said that: “We need Satyagrahas for the 21st Century.  In modern terms, this means 
Citizens who take responsibility for understanding their society, act solely for the welfare of others 
and who are prepared to offer their lives in the pursuit of justice.  Industrial civilization is an 
aberrant civilization. It has strayed from the path of Nature.  It has made war, brutality and profit a 
path without compassion or hope and now brings planetary catastrophe by causing global 
warming.  India with its older order of ancient spiritual values, nonviolence toward man and nature, 
tolerance and psychological fulfillment still stands ready, even now, to show the way.  The culture 
of the Adivasis, developed centuries before we arrived, offers us that very model.  From them we 
can all learn, we can each learn how to become nonviolent within, towards each other and to the 
planet.   All of us here must act now to stop all these self-centred forces destroying these fragile 
and exemplary communities and their priceless eco-systems.  Once you perceive the links 
between your own life and theirs, you will understand that their struggle is our struggle and you will 
foresee that only profound mutual aid between all the planet's communities can save some of us 
from the apocalypse rushing towards us.” 
 
“How can Peace be Achieved?” 
 
Discusant, Dr Felix Felix suggested that India needs its own model of South Africa's Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission if the Civil War is to end.  The escalating atrocities and human rights 
abuses can only be stopped through dialogue.  The power elites are convinced that neo-liberal 
capitalism is the way forward but there is growing awareness and concern about its impact.  But it 
is an uphill struggle as ignorance is widespread.  For example, a survey of all the professionals 



directly involved in designing, building and managing an aluminium factory in Jharkhand were 
aware of only 2% of the effects it was having, and would have, on the local communities and 
ecosystems.  
 
In the UK, however, there is even greater ignorance about the War.  For example, only a few 
people know that “The City of London is the global centre for coordinating corporate investment in 
mining and construction and that the City hosts the vast majority of the corporate headquarters 
involved, their banks and their financiers.”  This means that the UK Government has not only an 
historic responsibility towards India but also a current duty of care. Three departments are directly 
involved: the Foreign Office, the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills and the 
Department for International Development.  The effects of their policies and actions in the Civil 
War, even though distant and indirect, and the extent of their communication with the private and 
voluntary sectors with whom they work should be made more transparent.  Dr Padel said: “It is 
imperative that we can all see the link between decisions made here and the actual impact they 
have on real people and living environments. We should campaign for an Independent 
Commission into the mining and construction industries, stronger even than the Vickers 
Commission on Banking, because equivalent scandals wait to be revealed there too”.  One key 
aspect any such Commission should investigate is the interpersonal networks and career moves 
between the elites of these multi-national corporations, bankers, politicians, the big philanthropists 
and the media.  Arundhati Roy has recently published her research into this in India in which she 
unpicked the friendships and pathways and exposed the cliques that work across all sectors.  Felix 
asked that we should all campaign to expose the similar links at work here in the UK and that we 
should demand more responsible behaviour from all concerned.  “If India ever does establish a 
truth and reconciliation commission, then the UK Government and the corporations we host would 
have to appear before it.” 
 

          John Rowley 

 

2012 Peace Award 

 

The presentation of the Gandhi International Peace Award 2012 to the St John of Jerusalem Eye 
Hospital Group (SJEHG) took place at the House of Lords on 14 November. 

New Chairman, Nicholas Woolf received the award from Gandhi Foundation President Lord 
Parekh in a formal ceremony. 

In his acceptance speech, Mr Woolf especially acknowledged the contribution and dedication of 
SJEHG staff, saying that those he met through the course of his duties as Chairman had, 

“…all had one thing in common. Whether based in Jerusalem, Hebron, Anabta, Gaza or London, 
they are not doing what they do for credit or recognition. They are doing what they do because 
they care about the Palestinian people – and want only to help make the region in which they work 
a better place.” 

The award citation – originally made at the Bridge to Peace event held at Kensington Palace in aid 
of SJEHG by the Prem Rawat Foundation in June – reads, 



“…the Eye Hospital has been guided by one of the highest forms of humanitarian ideals, that of 
bringing medical care to an impoverished and politically unstable area.” 

Present at the ceremony was lawyer and friend of SJEHG, Paul Bloomfield, who nominated them  
for the  award. Also present were former SJEHG Chairman, Philip Hardaker, Grand Prior of the 
Order of St John, Professor Anthony Mellows, and Award Committee Convenor, Dr Omar Hayat. 

 

 
GENERAL REPORTS 

The Gandhi Way 

As usual the newsletter carried reports of the GF events such as the Multifaith Celebration in 
January, the Summer Gathering at the Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, and the postponed 2011 Peace 
Award which took place in June 2012, as well as the 2012 Peace Award to the St John of 
Jerusalem Eye Hospital in November.  Reports of the speeches delivered at the ‘2011’ ceremony 
provoked a letter protesting that they were too critical of India while another letter defended the 
speakers.   
 
Some of the general articles covered the Deep Ecology Movement, Gandhi’s stance on war, 
Conflict Resolution from Gandhi to Galtung, and the Burmese leader Aung San Suu Kyi.  We also 
carried an article on the not widely known persecution of the Rohingya people in Burma who are 
Muslims in a largely Buddhist country.   
 
As well as shorter articles and news items there were some book reviews including Understanding 
Gandhi, a collection of interviews of Indian Gandhians recorded in the 1970s but only recently 
published, and Going Native, about the relationship of Gandhi to some of the Western women who 
came to work with him. The print run of the newsletter is 300. 

 
          George Paxton 

Friends of the GF 

We have yet to see a reversal in the slow decline in the number of Friends which has taken place 
in recent years.  The total is about 220 including over 70 Life Friends. The large and growing 
number of visits to our website brings only a few people who subscribe as Friends.  One Friend 
whose obituary was carried in the summer issue of our newsletter was John Hick, the distinguished 
philosopher of religion. 

 
          George Paxton 

 

Website & Social Media 
 

The highlight of the year is that our Facebook page www.facebook.com/gandhifoundation now has 
1,014 followers, up from 414 a year ago, an increase of 600. In a single week in April 2013 our 
Facebook page reached 8,605 individuals.  

 
The demographic breakdown of the people who follow our Facebook page shows that they 
predominantly come from three countries: India, the UK and the USA. Although most of our 
followers are men (62%), 47% of the people whom our posts reach are women. This year the 
predominant age group of our followers has lowered to 25-34yrs (28%). Last year it was 35-44yrs. 
We also have 334 followers on Twitter, which provides an opportunity to build on for the future. 
 

The Gandhi Foundation website www.gandhifoundation.org has enjoyed a sustained level of 
interest in 2012-13 with a total of nearly 70,000 views. It continues to be a principal source of new 
Friends for the Foundation, with joiners from both the UK and overseas during the period. The 
average number of website views per month is 5,819: 

http://www.facebook.com/gandhifoundation
http://www.gandhifoundation.org/


 

Month Views   

Apr-12 5797   

May-12 5523   

Jun-12 5084   

Jul-12 4969   

Aug-12 4973   

Sep-12 5867   

Oct-12 6827   

Nov-12 5864   

Dec-12 5124   

Jan-13 7412   

Feb-13 6796   

Mar-13 5596   

Total 69832   

Average 5819   
 

In 2012-13 the most popular article on the website was ‘Nehru on Gandhi, Views on Political 
Culture’ by Prem Misir (originally posted October 2010) with 1,459 views and ‘Masanobu Fukuoka 
and Natural Farming’ by M R Rajagopalan (originally posted December 2009) with 1,103 views. 
The article ‘Satyagraha of the Mind’ by Bulu Imam (originally posted September 2010) had 968 
views. The review of Gladson Dungdung’s book ‘Whose Country is it Anyway?’ by Dr Felix Padel 
(posted January 2013) had 696 views. These statistics underline the importance of the website as 
an information/educational resource. 
 

2012-13 saw the website play a continued role in the campaign for the indigenous tribal people in 
East India, with the ‘Campaign’ page receiving plenty of interest. As the media in India converges 
around pro-corporate, pro-military positions, the Gandhi Foundation website becomes increasingly 
important as a platform for alternative views. 
 
              Diane Gregory & Matthew Bain 

 

 

Academic Adviser’s Report 

One of my roles is to find lecturers for the Annual Gandhi lecture and I have done so in two very 
distinguished theologians, Karen Armstrong and Ursula King. Karen Armstrong has agreed to give 
the 2014 lecture. 

 
I also review for the Gandhi Way. In the most recent issue I belatedly reviewed Norman 
Finkelstein’s What Gandhi Says about Nonviolence, Resistance and Courage. I’ll not repeat  what I 
said there but argue that this short and insightful  book is one all Gandhians should read, with its 
questioning of Gandhi’s consistency on the role of nonviolence and its doubting the applicability of 
satyagraha to all political situations. 
 
The conflict over the plight of the adivasi community is ongoing. My contribution to this debate 
attracted some hostile correspondence in Gandhi Way, though, as it happens, wrongly attributing  
ideas to myself. The Gandhi Foundation is currently engaged in a dialogue with Tata over this 
issue. 
 
 My most challenging encounter with Gandhian ideas today came through a visit to Burma in late 
January and February this year. It was a visit postponed till Aung San Suu Kyi had lifted her moral 
embargo on visiting Burma. This is of course a critical time in Burma’s history and raises the  



crucial question, have the constitutional reforms introduced in 2008 led to a move away from 
military dictatorship and towards democracy. Is Burma in a genuine period of transition? I fear the 
cultural tour I was on was very unlikely to address and answer that question. But before  going I 
had been invited by Gandhi Marg to write about my experience of Burma. So I asked pertinent 
questions whenever I could and collected such official newspaper materials as available and on my 
return sat down to read more about Burma and attempt some kind of answer to the question of 
transition. I did so as a historian. It became all too obvious that the biggest question Burma faces is 
that of national unity. It is also obvious that in terms of its long term history two invariables are the 
interventionist role of the army and the presence of Theravada Buddhism in its  political culture. 
Just how optimistic should we be for democratic rule from this historical survey? Burma did 
experience parliamentary democracy after independence till Ne Win seized power in 1962 and 
even more dramatically in the revolution of 1988. 
 
For Gandhians the fascinating question is how will Aung San Suu Kyi, for so long the iconic figure 
of opposition to the military juntas, and a committed Gandhian, responds to this new situation? Is 
she wise to put her faith in the possibilities of change? There are some positive changes afoot, the 
re-emergence of a freer and private press, farmers ready to challenge industrialists who have 
seized their land, a bicameral constitution with a civilian head of state. We have to ask if Aung San 
Suu Kyi has an answer to the ongoing civil conflict between the Burmese and the ethnic minorities 
and the very disturbing rise of Buddhist-Muslim communalism. Is she wise to enter into dialogue 
with the army and for her party, the National League for Democracy, to be elected for parliament? It 
has to be said that Burma Campaign UK sees the reforms as but skin deep. 
 
Personally, I concluded she would not have done so without very serious circumspection and I see 
no cause to doubt her political integrity. My essay appears in the next issue of Gandhi Marg 
 
In the past we invited Aung San Suu Kyi to give the Gandhi lecture. In those days she dare not 
leave Burma for fear of being denied re-entry. Now that she is free to travel-another sign of course 
that circumstances in Burma have changed-we might invite her once again, together with 
bestowing on her  the a special Gandhi Peace  award. 

Antony Copley 
 

 

Hoda/Evans Memorial Project – Schools Exhibition 

Kingsley Hall Centre Manager, David Baker’s, vision for a stairwell display of the Gandhi photos 
exhibition during the Kingsley Hall Show was skilfully executed by a local carpenter. As a result, 
visitors to KH were able to view the exhibition during tours of the building. The display frame 
remains in place which means the exhibition can now be quickly and unobtrusively put together for 
open house and other occasions. 

I have also had a meeting this year with the Tower Hamlets Teacher Development Centre about 
promoting the exhibition in local schools. The centre have produced a publicity flyer to do this. It is 
hoped that local schools will use the exhibition along with an education pack being developed for 
Jim Kenworth’s “When Chaplin Met Gandhi” play.               

          Mark Hoda 

 

Kingsley Hall Report 

Kingsley Hall continues to be a community hub in East London's Bromley-by -Bow. A range of 
activities for women, children and young people are run by different groups regularly. Since its 
inception Gandhi Foundation's office has been based on the top floor of Kingsley Hall, next to the 
historic Gandhi cell. 
 
The highlight of 2012 has been the events linked to the Olympics. In the summer the building was 
opened up for visitors.There were various exhibitions on the life and philosophy of Gandhiji and the 
Lester sisters. Brijesh Patel displayed his works on Gandhiji's Salt March. Sculptures by artist Mary 
Ayres on the theme of war were displayed in the Peace Garden and the garden on the roof. 
 
Jim Kenworth, a local Playwright, presented the play When Chaplin Met Gandhi, based on the 



Mahatma's stay at Kingsley Hall in 1931, and his meeting with movie star, Charlie Chaplin. The 
play was performed by local school children and professional actors and the play was highly 
commended. GF was one of the supporters of the project. The play has generated much interest 
among the local teachers and Jim Kenworth has been running workshops on Gandhi in various 
schools. 
 
Due to the austerity measures of the local authorities and various funders KH has been struggling 
financially. The centre is able to operate simply due to the goodwill of the staff and volunteers. The 
female community worker is away on maternity leave. It has not been possible to replace her. A 
major fund raising exercise is needed to restore the building and keep this historic centre running. 
 
The Three Bees Cafe providing healthy food at avery reasonable price continues to operate every 
Tuesday. It is run by volunteers and is popular. The Bangladeshi women's group entered a 
competion on healthy cooking and won an award. KH aspires to develop the Peace Garden and 
have an eco garden to grow vegetables that can be used in the cafe. The garden would be used by 
local school children for educational projects This requires resources which will have to be sought. 
Any help from the well wishers of Kingsley Hall to raise funds for the much loved historic building, 
promote the heritage of the Lester sisters and run the centre would be welcome. 
                       
          Shaheen Westcombe 
 
Jeevika Trust Report 

Jeevika’s quest for core funding, drawn from regular, major and corporate donors continues. A 
particular highlight of the past year was the corporate reception hosted by Vince Cable on the 
issue of Aid and Trade with India. (a video of Cable’s speech is available at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEtUgXPIidU ) In the autumn of this year they are also planning to 

hold a symposium with Oxford University exploring different aspects of poverty in India, and how to 
address it.         

          Mark Hoda

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEtUgXPIidU


The Gandhi Foundation 
Income and Expenditure Accounts for the Year 2012 

 

INCOME 2012  2011  EXPENDITURE   2012  2011 
 

Standing Order 1543.00  1855.00 Gandhi Way printing   710.00            740.00 
Subs                 1968.97              1211.05 Gandhi Way expenses               901.43            791.99 
and donations  
inc. PayPal       
 

Grants received   750.00    600.00 Literature purchase                   -              85.00 
 
Literature sales   173.00      95.50 Trustees travel   271.50            242.83 
 

Reclaimed           682.99                   - Secretary’s pay                           2091.78          2542.96 
Gift Aid tax 
 
Bank interest    90.31                  30.49 Kingsley Hall rent              1690.00          1650.00 
and F&C dividend 
 

Miscellaneous        -                  20.00 Kingsley Hall phone                  36.00  21.21 
Network for Peace 40.00     40.00 
Grants plus      4242.80     1830.00 
Other expenditure    -                  2876.39 
 
Total general income     5208.27    3812.04 Total general expenditure             9983.51        10820.38 
Income from events      5677.19     2233.70  Expenditure for events                   10641.24         4728.98 
Total income for year    10885.46   6045.77  Total expenditure for year              20624.75        15549.36 
Deficit for year                9739.29   9503.62               
                                      20624.75  15549.36 
 
BANK BALANCES 
At 1-1-2012       at 31-12-2012 
Current           538.63            1547.02      

 
Deposit      24895.18        10913.90   
PayPal           263.09          3496.69    
F&C Units     4452.00          5400.00   
Total             30148.90        21357.61     
 
Total assets have decreased by 8791.29.  This is the operating deficit of 9739.29 reduced by the 
increase in value of the F& units of 948.00 which was not included in the income and expenditure 
account. 
 
EVENTS IN 2012 

   Income  Expenditure 
Multi-Faith Celebration       -       304.70 
Peace Award 2011/12  2766.75                6049.49 
Summer Gathering  2910.44     4189.55 
Peace Award 2012       - _         97.50 
Totals              5677.19   10641.24 

 
 
Treasurer’s Notes 
 
My hopes that the deficit in 2012 would be reduced were not fulfilled.  The Committee felt 
obliged to rearrange the presentation of the 2011 Peace Award to Dr Binayak Sen and Bulu 
Imam and this incurred considerable additional expense, almost entirely for travel from India 
and maintenance costs in London for the two recipients and their wives.  We received a 
generous donation of £2766 from Phillip Carter, a friend of the Gandhi Foundation but the 
total cost in 2012 was £6049 and over the two years 2011-12 we spent £8085 on the event.  



There was also a loss of £1279 on the Summer Gathering in 2012. 
 
The Committee made grants totalling £4242 during the year and the two largest were £2000 
to Paraa, doing potentially valuable development work in Bangladesh, and £2012 for the 
production of a play by Jim Kenworth entitled, ‘When Chaplin met Gandhi’.  Both these 
grants should be seen as investments to further the Gandhi Foundations aims and not 
simply as charitable donations. 
 
Our total assets still exceed £20,000 so with a return to normal expenditure this year, our 
financial position is secure. 
 
        Graham Davey, Treasurer 
 

 

GF Annual Lecturers 1985-2009, and lecture titles 

1985 – Prof. Johann Galtung, Founder, International Peace Research Institute, Oslo: 
“Gandhi Today” 
1986 – Jonathon Porritt, Director, Friends of the Earth: “Gandhi and the Green Movement” 
1987 – Martin Ennals, Secretary General, Amnesty International (Nobel Peace Prize 1977): 
“The International Concept of Human Rights” 
1988 – Prof. Paul Blau, Austrian Green Party: “The Beginning of an Epoch: time for the great 
Peace Treaty” 
1989 – Channel 4 Panel Discussion, Director,Tariq Ali: Panelists included: Dr. Rex Ambler, 
Lord Attenborough, Prof. Judith Brown, Antony Copley, Cecil Evans, Surur Hoda, Prof. 
Bhikhu Parekh, H.E. M Rasgota 
1990 – Lord Ennals, GF Chair, former Cabinet Minister: “Nonviolence in International 
Relations” 
1991 – H.E. Dr L M Singhvi, HC for India: “Gandhi Today” 
1992 – Archbishop Desmond Tutu (Nobel Peace Prize 1984) (video) “Gandhi in South 
Africa” 
1993 – H.H. the Dalai Lama (Nobel Peace Prize 1989): “Compassion – the Basis of 
Nonviolence” 
1996 – The Revd. Lord Soper: “Total Repudiation of Mass Violcnce: the only road to Peace” 
1997 – Prof. Madhu Dandavate, Delhi: “Gandhi’s Human Touch” 
1998 – Mairead Maguire, Peace People, N.Ireland (Nobel Peace Prize 1976): “Building a 
Culture of Nonviolence” 
1999 – Bruce Kent, former Chair of CND; former President, International Peace Bureau: 
“Time to Abolish War” 
2000 – Prof. Adam Curle, Founder Dept of Peace, Bradford University and International 
Mediator: “Mahatma Gandhi: the Master of Truth”  
2001– Dr.Scilla Elworthy, Founder/ Director, The Oxford Research Group: “Gandhi’s Legacy: 

the vibrancy of non-violent conflict resolution in the 21st Century” 
2002 – John Hume, MP & MEP, Leader SDLP (joint Nobel Peace Prize 1998): “An Eye for 
an Eye” 
2003 – Simon Hughes MP, Liberal Democrat candidate for Mayor of London: “India and 
Gandhi: their legacy for London” 
2004 – Helen Steven & Ellen Moxley, peace campaigners: “Our World at the Crossroads: 
Nonviolence or Nonexistence” 
2005 – Sir Mark Tully: “Was the Mahatma too Great a Soul?” 
2006 – H.E. Kamalesh Sharma, HC for India: “Encounters with Gandhi” 
2007 – Prof. Bhikhu Parekh: “Why is Gandhi still relevant?” 
2008 – Revd. Harold Good & Fr. Alec Reid: “Lessons in Peacemaking” 
2009 – Justice Aftab Alam: “The Role of the Indian Supreme Court in Upholding Secularism 
in India” 



2010 - Panel discussion on a non violent approach to the Middle East conflict - Robi Damelin 
and Ali Abu Awwad (Peace Award recipients), Denis Halliday and Huw Irranca-Davies MP 
2011 – Prof Anthony Parel: “Pax Gandhiana: is Gandhian Non-violence Compatible with the 
Coercive State?” 
 
International Gandhi Peace Award recipients 

1998 Brig. Michael Harbottle, (posthumously) ‘Generals for Peace’  

1999 Nicholas Gillett – peace activist  

2001 Jubilee 2000 – Cancel the Debt campaign  

2003 Denis Halliday – UN Assistant Sec Gen with courage of convictions during Iraq War 

2004 Helen Steven & Ellen Moxley – peace campaigners  

2005 Clive Stafford-Smith – lawyer working for death row condemned  

2006 Shabana Azmi – activist actor for many causes 

2007 Media Lens – keeping an eye on media truth 

2008 Rev. Harold Good & Father Alex Reid "Northern Ireland Peace Process" 

2009 The Children's Legal Centre, work with vulnerable children, especially girls. 

2010 Parents Circle Family Forum - grassroots charity of bereaved Palestinians & Israelis 

2011 Dr. Binayak Sen & Mr Bulu Imam, Humanitarian work in India  

2012  St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group - Bringing medical care to an impoverished     
 and politically unstable area 

 

The Gandhi Foundation and its Friends 

You can become a Friend for an annual minimum subscription of £12 (concessions £7), £15 
International or become a Life Friend for a donation of £200. You will receive the quarterly 
newsletter, The Gandhi Way, as well as notices of the annual events organised by the 
Foundation.  

We are always seeking to increase our number of Friends, who represent the life blood of 
the organisation and without whom the vital work, activities and objectives of the Foundation 
would not be able to continue.  

To join us, please contact George Paxton at: 87 Barrington Drive, Glasgow G4 9ES; Tel: 
0141 339 6917; email: gpaxton@phonecoop.coop  Membership forms can be sent out via 
post or are available on our website. 

We always welcome articles, book reviews and letters of a specifically or broadly Gandhian 
nature for The Gandhi Way. Please send pieces for consideration to George Paxton (the 
Editor) at his contact details given above. There is a maximum word limit of 2000 words for 
submissions.  

We would like to thank all The Gandhi Foundation Friends for coming to our events, reading 
The Gandhi Way and for supporting us with your goodwill, subscriptions and generous 
donations.  

Our Executive Committee quarterly meetings are open to any GF Friend to attend – just let 
us know if you would like to come along. You can also become a member of the Executive 
Committee following attendance as an observer at three consecutive meetings, by invitation. 
Please contact us if you have a special area of interest or skill-set that you feel you would be 
able to contribute to the organisation.  


