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Dear Friends, 
 

It is a great honour to be here in front of you to share my thoughts with you and to offer my prayers to 
Pujya Sri Mahatma Gandhiji on his death anniversary.  During the year 1990, after my graduation before 
entering into my career, I had the fortune of spending a few months of my life in Sevagram Wardha. 
 One of Mahatma Gandhi’s Monasteries.   I take great pride and learning from that part of my life.   
 
I must remind you that Mahatma proclaimed that he is a Hindu and he also proclaimed that he has deep 
respect to other religions. "I call myself a Sanatani Hindu, because I believe in the Vedas, the 
Upanishads, the Puranas, and all that goes by the name of Hindu scripture, and therefore in avataras 
and rebirth; I believe in the varnashrama dharma in a sense, in my opinion strictly Vedic but not in its 
presently popular crude sense; I believe in the protection of cow … I do not disbelieve in murti puja." 
(Young India: June 10, 1921)  
 
What Bapu meant by Sanatani Hindu?  A sanatani Hindu is someone, as Bapu already mentioned, who 
believes in Vedas the Upanishads. A Sanatani Hindu thinks that the whole world is a family. ayaM nijaH 
paroveti gaNanA laghu-chetasAM 

udAra charitAnAM tu vasudhaiva kuTumbhakaM 

This famous verse from Narayanopanishad a Hindu upanishad points out the thinking of a true Sanatani 
Hindu.. It means ‘this is my own and that a stranger’ – is the calculation of the narrow-minded for the 
magnanimous-hearts, for Hindus, however, the entire earth is but a family” 
 

So it is in this context we need to understand Bapu’s universal prayers. Some of you may have visited 
Mahatmaji’s monastery.  You notice that regularly  early morning 4am  everyone has to wake-up 
because it is a Hindu belief that 4am is called Brahmi Muhurtha (Godly hour) an auspicious hour.  Wake 
up and 4:20am everyone assembles to do community prayers.  There are prayers from each religion. 
 From Hinduism they chant an upanishad called “Easa upanishad” there are 18 verses to this 
Upanishad.   
 

This upanishad is one of the crown jewels of Hindu Philosophy.  Its great system... It starts with a 
command:  eessavaasya midagam sarvam yat kinca jagatyaam jagat tEna tyaktEna bhunjeethaa 
maagrutaH kasyasvit dhanam... 
 
Mahatma used to adore the meaning of this Upanishad and especially the first mantra... He said “Let all 
other books of my satanana dharma (Hinduism) disappear but if this particular verse survives then I 
know my Hinduism survives”.   
 

It means “This world is a gift by God … it is all pervaded by Him.  This world is a gift from him... So 
enjoy. Please do not steal... whose wealth is it anyway! --- 
 

All humans breath the same air, we drink the same water, we live on the same natural resources.  No 
one is selling the air that we breathe to us! --- The air is freely floating and circulating the globe we 
breathe as we live by.. Air is a gift!  We walk freely on this earth... it is a gift.  Each and every natural 
resource is a precious gift.  Yet we are now fighting about it... instead of living like brothers, instead of 
living like a family with mutual love and respect, we are trying to steal away from each other. 
 
Please allow me to narrate this a bit... I shall tell you a story.. Imagine that there is a father..... There is a 
father and he has 10 children.... 10 sons.  And he has ten pounds cash with him.  Out of pure love 
towards his children, that father one day decided to equally distribute his wealth among his children.  10 
pounds and 10 sons.  Each got a pound.... And the father is left with nothing except LOVE... Love is the 
only thing that grows in your heart as you keep on giving... unfortunately that is not the case with 
money... Anyways he gave away the money and he got nothing.... Each child got a pound.... And one of 
those sons got a wicked idea... he felt greedy... he wanted to have more money... so where will he look? 
 His father gave away his wealth... So he looked round the room and had hit the frail looking son who is 
too weak to defend himself in a physical fight...  So as a result the wicked son is left with two pounds 
and the son who is weak is left with nothing... The poor father can feel the agony of the son who lost his 



wealth, he can also feel angry and frustrated with the son who stole the money... But he was hoping alas 
want is the point in intervening... Let the better sense prevail... they are all my children and taking sides 
with any of them would be doing injustice towards the others... thinking this the father kept silent... And 
so continued the misery of the world.  Some are left with incredible wealth and others are left with no 
money!   
 

Mahatma Gandhi took side with the children who are poor... he wore only a meter cloth because he 
wanted to wear only the cloth that which can be afforded by the weakest... The message is loud and 
clear.  Be compassionate.... do not steal.... “maa grudhaH kasyasvid dhanam” 
 

It is in this context Bapu famously quoted “there is enough for the need of the world but not enough for 
the greed”... So like a true family --- we all humans --- we must learn to love each other; we must learn 
to live with each other; we must learn to look after each other; we must learn to respect each other".  On 
that note I take leave from you.  Thank you. 
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