
Distinguished Tr鴰ustddsTofTthedTa n heiTFoun  tion,
L  idsT n Tadntldmdn
An Tf鴰idn s

I Twoul T likd T to Tdxp鴰dss T in T f鴰ont Tof T ll Tmy Tsincd鴰d T joy T fo鴰 T 鴰dcdiving T thed Ta n hei
Intd鴰n tion lTPd cdTAw 鴰 Tthe tTIT d ic tdTtoTmyTa鴰 n f thed鴰.TIf TyouTlookT tTmy
pheotoTinT1987,Tthe鴰owingTstondsTonTIs鴰 dliTsol id鴰s,TyouTwoul TtheinkT“heowTcomdTtheis
pd鴰sonTisT鴰dcdivingT nTAw 鴰 Tfo鴰Tpd cd?”T

____________________

ITg鴰dwTupTinTAlTAm 鴰iT鴰dfugddTc mp,Tnd 鴰TR m ll he.TButTtheisT鴰dfugddTc mpTisTnot
whed鴰dTmyTg鴰 n f thed鴰Tg鴰dwTupT n Tlivd .THdTlivd TinTAlTR mldhe,TinTwhe tTisTnow
consi d鴰d TIs鴰 dl,TuntilT1948--TwhednTthedyTwd鴰dTche sd TbyTthedTJdwisheTmiliti .TF鴰om
AlTAm 鴰iT鴰dfugddTc mp,Twhed鴰dThedTdn d Tup,TmyTg鴰 n f thed鴰Tusd TtoT鴰dmdmbd鴰
thedTdnche ntingTsmdllTofTo鴰 ngdTblossomT n TthedTt stdTofTo鴰 ngdsTofTN  ni.T

Fo鴰TmyTp 鴰t,TmyTcheil heoo ,T sTthe tTofTmostTP ldstini nTcheil 鴰dnT tTthedTtimd,Tw s
鴰 thed鴰Tm 鴰kd TbyTthedTsmdllTofTtd 鴰Tg sT n TgunsheotsTinTmyT鴰dfugddTc mp.TSincd
vd鴰yTyoung,T fd鴰Tscheool,TwdTwd鴰dTusd TtoTsnd kingToutTf鴰omTou鴰TheousdsTtoTp鴰dvdnt
thedTIs鴰 dliTsol id鴰sTf鴰omTcommitngTthedi鴰T鴰dgul 鴰T busdsTinTou鴰Tc mp.TAn Tbdfo鴰d
scheool,T tTthedT鴰isdTofT  wn,TITwoul TgoT 鴰oun TsdllingTndwsp pd鴰sTinTo鴰 d鴰TtoThedlp
myTf milyTndd s.

________________________

rhednTondTdncountd鴰Tche ngd TthedTcou鴰sdTofTmyTlifd.TSo鴰di  THussdin,TtoTwheomTI
sol Tndwsp pd鴰,Ts wTinTmdT T 鴰ivdTfo鴰Tmusic.TAn TnotTlongT fd鴰,TshedTdnsu鴰d Tthe tTI
joinT TmusicTwo鴰ksheopTinTthedTPopul 鴰TA鴰tTcdntd鴰.TrheisTisTwhed鴰dTIT iscovd鴰d Tviol .
SincdTthedn,TmusicTbdc mdTp 鴰tTofTmyTlifd.TrwoTyd 鴰sTl td鴰,TITw sTsdldctd TtoT鴰dcdivd
 Tscheol 鴰sheipTfo鴰TmusicTstu idsTinTF鴰 ncd.TAw 鴰dTofTthedTimp ctTmusicThe  TinTmyTlifd,
I T s wTthedTndd TtoTgivdTthedTs mdTche ncdTto Tothed鴰 TP ldstini nTcheil 鴰dnT toT ld 鴰n
music.T TrheisTisTwhednTAlTK m n jâtiTAssoci tionT(md ningTthedTviolinist)Tw sTbo鴰n.TI
foun d TAl TK m n j tiT inTF鴰 ncd,T n Tthedn,T sTsoonT sT I Tfn liid TmyTstu ids, T I
鴰dtu鴰nd TtoTP ldstindTtoTst 鴰tTtheisTndwT  vdntu鴰d.

--------------------------------

Al T K m n jâtiT  ims T  t T sp鴰d  ing T music T cultu鴰d T  mong T  ll T mdmbd鴰s T of T thed
P ldstini n T socidty, T buil ing T dmpowd鴰d T  n T c鴰d tivd T pd鴰sons, T  w 鴰d T of T thedi鴰
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P ldstini nTn tion lT i dntity, TwheoTcont鴰ibutdTtoT dvdlopT TcohedsivdTsocidty Tthe t
鴰dspdctsTf鴰dd omTofTdxp鴰dssion,Ttold鴰 ncd,Tdqu lityT n Tcoopd鴰 tion.

rhe nksTtoTitsTsdvd鴰 lTmusicTcdntd鴰sTinTP ldstindT n TLdb non,TAKTtd chedsTmusicTto
theous n sTofTP ldstini nTcheil 鴰dnTyd 鴰ly,TwitheT TfocusTonTthedTmostT is  v nt gd 
onds.TrhedyTld 鴰nTndwTw ysTofTsdlf-dxp鴰dssion,TgdtTmo鴰dTsdlf-conf dncdT n Tsdlf-
dstddm,Tld 鴰nTdssdnti lTsoci lTskillsT n T bovdT ll,TitTc鴰d tdsT nTimpo鴰t ntToutldtT n 
opdnsTndwTheo鴰iions Tfo鴰 T thedm.T InT   itionTtoT its Tmusic Td uc tionTp鴰og鴰 m,Tthed
 ssoci tionTo鴰g niidsTmo鴰dTthe nT Theun 鴰d Tconcd鴰tsTdvd鴰yTyd 鴰.TrhedsdT ctivitids
 imT tTsp鴰d  ingTthedTmusic lTcultu鴰dT mongTthedTP ldstini nTsocidty,Theigheligheting
thedi鴰TownTmusic lThed鴰it gd,T sTwdllT sTopdningTthedmTtoTothed鴰Tcultu鴰 lTt鴰  itions.

_______________________________________________

MusicTt ughetTmdT鴰dsilidncd,T sTwdllT sTheowTtoTbdTp鴰ou T n Tp鴰otdctTmyTcultu鴰dT n 
hed鴰it gd,T n TtheisTisTwheyTwdTc nTconsi d鴰TmusicTtoTbdTp cifcT鴰dsist ncd.TITwoul Tlikd
to T the nk Toncd T g in T thed Ta n hei T Foun  tion T fo鴰 T theis T 鴰dcognition. T Ydt Tmy Tsto鴰y
sheoul TnotTbdTusd TtoT isc鴰d itTo鴰T dmoniidTothed鴰Tfo鴰msTofT鴰dsist ncdTmyTpdopldTis
dmployingTtoTgdtTitsTf鴰dd om:TthedT鴰ighetTofTP ldstini nsTtoT鴰dsistTIs鴰 dliToccup tionTis
p 鴰t T of T intd鴰n tion l T l w. T Cld 鴰ly, T Is鴰 dl T is T  dnying T  n T viol ting T theis T l w, T by
supp鴰dssing Tdvdn Tpd cdful Tp鴰otdsts Tby T dtdntions, T sheooting Ton T dmonst鴰 to鴰s,
inclu ingTheun 鴰d sTofTcheil 鴰dn…An TtheisTheighelighetsTIs鴰 dl’sT tdmptsTtoTcompldtdly
 dldgitimiid T thed T 鴰ighet T of T thed T P ldstini n T pdopld T to T sdlf- dtd鴰min tion. T An T by
c鴰imin liiingTdvdnTnon-violdntT鴰dsist ncdT ctivitids,TIs鴰 dlT  v ncdsTwhe tTJdfTH lpd鴰
he sTl bdld TitsT“m t鴰ixTofTcont鴰ol”—T TcompldxTwdbTofTldg l,T T T 鴰cheitdctu鴰 lT n 
systdmicT dvicdsT dsignd TtoTf鴰 gmdntT n Tisol tdTP ldstini nTsocidty.T

________________________

A  ition lly,TthedTintd鴰n tion lT iscou鴰sd,Tp 鴰ticul 鴰lyTcovd鴰 gdTbyTwdstd鴰nTmd i 
outldts,Tsd鴰vdsTtoTpd鴰pdtu tdT n Tfu鴰thed鴰Tsoli ifyTthedTstd鴰dotypdTofTthedTP ldstini n
‘td鴰鴰o鴰ist’, T  iscounting T thed T sdvd鴰ity T of T thed T  p 鴰thedi T 鴰dgimd, T  is鴰dg 鴰 ing T thed
鴰dldv ntTintd鴰n tion lTt鴰d tidsT—TT n Tthed鴰dfo鴰dTT isc鴰d itingTthedT鴰ighetTtoT鴰dsist.

a n heiTs i :T“I wish the Arabs had chosen the way of non-violence in resistnn what
they rinhtly renarded as an unwarrantable encroachment upon their country.    But
accordinn to the accepted canons of rinht and wronn, nothinn can be said anainst
the Arab resistance in the face of overwhelminn odds.”

Here I would like to ask you- niven we all know the famous 21 days of Gandhi’s
fastnn- Does anyone know how many days over 1500TP ldstini nTp鴰isond鴰sTwdnt
onTheungd鴰Tst鴰ikdTjustTtheisTp stTAp鴰il?TOvd鴰T40T  ys!
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______________________

An T sT T鴰dmin d鴰:T

A鴰ticld T1 Tof T thed T Intd鴰n tion l TCovdn nt TonTCivil T n TPolitic l TRighets, TwheicheTw s
鴰 tifd T by T Is鴰 dl T in T 196666, T st tds T the t T “ ll T pdoplds T he vd T thed T 鴰ighet T to T sdlf-
 dtd鴰min tion.”T

ItTdl bo鴰 tdsTthedT鴰ighetTtoT“f鴰ddlyT dtd鴰mindTthedi鴰Tpolitic lTst tusT n Tf鴰ddlyTpu鴰sud
thedi鴰Tdconomic,Tsoci lT n Tcultu鴰 lT dvdlopmdnt”.TCld 鴰ly,TIs鴰 dlTisTnotT bi ingTby
dithed鴰TtheisTcovdn ntTo鴰T nyTothed鴰TUNT鴰dsolution.TLdtTusTp usdT n TtheinkT boutTthed
wo鴰 T“Pd cd”.TTITw ntTtoTs y:TWdTsheoul TstopT busingTthedTwo鴰 T“pd cd”;TwdTw nt
justicd.TPd cdTwillTbdT Tn tu鴰 lT鴰dsultTofTjusticd.T

-----------------------------------

AsTm nyTofTyouTknow,TwdT 鴰dTs  lyTcommdmo鴰 tingTtheisTyd 鴰TthedTcdntdn 鴰yTofTthed
B lfou鴰T dcl 鴰 tion«TAlTN kb T»To鴰T«T is std鴰T»Tfo鴰TthedTP ldstini ns.TrheisT dcl 鴰 tion
up鴰ootd T Twheold Tn tionT f鴰omT its T ncdst鴰 l Theomds T n Tcontinuds T to T dv st td
sdvd鴰 l T gdnd鴰 tions T of T P ldstini ns, T  dc  ds T l td鴰. T rheis T is T whey, T I T t kd T theis
oppo鴰tunity, T in T f鴰ont Tof T thed THousd Tof T Lo鴰 s, T to Tc ll Ton T thed TUnitd TKing omTto
 pologiidTtoTthedTP ldstini nTpdopldTfo鴰TthedTB lfou鴰TDdcl 鴰 tionT n T鴰dcogniidTthed
鴰ighet T of T P ldstini ns T to T thedi鴰 T st td. T Not T ond T P ldstini n, T  nywhed鴰d, T 鴰dm ind 
immundTf鴰omTthedThe 鴰mTinvitd TbyTB lfou鴰T n TheisTgovd鴰nmdnt.T

An TifTB lfou鴰Tw sTkddnTtoTdnsu鴰dT“notheingTshe llTbdT ondTwheicheTm yTp鴰dju icdTthed
civilT n T鴰dligiousT鴰ighetsTofTdxistingTnon-JdwisheTcommunitidsTinTP ldstind,”TwheyTisTit
thedn T the t T thed T B鴰itishe T govd鴰nmdnt T 鴰dm ins T commitd T to T Is鴰 dl T  dspitd T  ll T its
viol tionsTofTInt’lTl w?TTTT

LdtTusTnotTkddpT Tblin TdydTonTinjusticd,Tothed鴰wisdTwdT 鴰dT ccomplicd.TAn TtheisTis
whed鴰dT I Twoul T likdTtoTthe nkTcou鴰 gdousT in ivi u lsT likdTthedT2003Ta n heiTPd cd
Aw 鴰 dd,TDdnisTH lli  y,TwheoT  鴰d TtoTspd kTout.

rhe nkTyouT g inTfo鴰TsucheT nToppo鴰tunity,T n TITwdlcomdT llTqudstions.
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	Distinguished Trustees of the Gandhi Foundation, Ladies and Gentlemen And friends
	I would like to express in front of all my sincere joy for receiving the Gandhi International Peace Award that I dedicate to my Grandfather. If you look at my photo in 1987, throwing stones on Israeli soldiers, you would think “how come this person is receiving an Award for peace?”
	____________________
	I grew up in Al Amari refugee camp, near Ramallah. But this refugee camp is not where my grandfather grew up and lived. He lived in Al Ramleh, in what is now considered Israel, until 1948-- when they were chased by the Jewish militia. From Al Amari refugee camp, where he ended up, my grandfather used to remember the enchanting smell of orange blossom and the taste of oranges of Naani.
	For my part, my childhood, as that of most Palestinian children at the time, was rather marked by the smell of tear gas and gunshots in my refugee camp. Since very young, after school, we were used to sneaking out from our houses to prevent the Israeli soldiers from committing their regular abuses in our camp. And before school, at the rise of dawn, I would go around selling newspapers in order to help my family needs.
	________________________
	Then one encounter changed the course of my life. Soreida Hussein, to whom I sold newspaper, saw in me a drive for music. And not long after, she ensured that I join a music workshop in the Popular Art center. This is where I discovered viola. Since then, music became part of my life. Two years later, I was selected to receive a scholarship for music studies in France. Aware of the impact music had in my life, I saw the need to give the same chance to other Palestinian children to learn music. This is when Al Kamandjâti Association (meaning the violinist) was born. I founded Al Kamandjati in France, and then, as soon as I finalized my studies, I returned to Palestine to start this new adventure.
	--------------------------------
	Al Kamandjâti aims at spreading music culture among all members of the Palestinian society, building empowered and creative persons, aware of their Palestinian national identity, who contribute to develop a cohesive society that respects freedom of expression, tolerance, equality and cooperation.
	Thanks to its several music centers in Palestine and Lebanon, AK teaches music to thousands of Palestinian children yearly, with a focus on the most disadvantaged ones. They learn new ways of self-expression, get more self-confidence and self-esteem, learn essential social skills and above all, it creates an important outlet and opens new horizons for them. In addition to its music education program, the association organizes more than a hundred concerts every year. These activities aim at spreading the musical culture among the Palestinian society, highlighting their own musical heritage, as well as opening them to other cultural traditions.
	_______________________________________________
	Music taught me resilience, as well as how to be proud and protect my culture and heritage, and this is why we can consider music to be pacific resistance. I would like to thank once again the Gandhi Foundation for this recognition. Yet my story should not be used to discredit or demonize other forms of resistance my people is employing to get its freedom: the right of Palestinians to resist Israeli occupation is part of international law. Clearly, Israel is denying and violating this law, by suppressing even peaceful protests by detentions, shooting on demonstrators, including hundreds of children…And this highlights Israel’s attempts to completely delegitimize the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination. And by criminalizing even non-violent resistance activities, Israel advances what Jeff Halper has labeled its “matrix of control”— a complex web of legal, architectural and systemic devices designed to fragment and isolate Palestinian society.
	________________________
	Additionally, the international discourse, particularly coverage by western media outlets, serves to perpetuate and further solidify the stereotype of the Palestinian ‘terrorist’, discounting the severity of the apartheid regime, disregarding the relevant international treaties — and therefore discrediting the right to resist.
	Gandhi said: “I wish the Arabs had chosen the way of non-violence in resisting what they rightly regarded as an unwarrantable encroachment upon their country. But according to the accepted canons of right and wrong, nothing can be said against the Arab resistance in the face of overwhelming odds.”
	Here I would like to ask you- given we all know the famous 21 days of Gandhi’s fasting- Does anyone know how many days over 1500 Palestinian prisoners went on hunger strike just this past April? Over 40 days!
	______________________
	And as a reminder:
	Article 1 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which was ratified by Israel in 1966, states that “all peoples have the right to self-determination.”
	It elaborates the right to “freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development”. Clearly, Israel is not abiding by either this covenant or any other UN resolution. Let us pause and think about the word “Peace”. I want to say: We should stop abusing the word “peace”; we want justice. Peace will be a natural result of justice.
	-----------------------------------
	As many of you know, we are sadly commemorating this year the centenary of the Balfour declaration« Al Nakba » or « disaster » for the Palestinians. This declaration uprooted a whole nation from its ancestral homes and continues to devastate several generations of Palestinians, decades later. This is why, I take this opportunity, in front of the House of Lords, to call on the United Kingdom to apologize to the Palestinian people for the Balfour Declaration and recognize the right of Palestinians to their state. Not one Palestinian, anywhere, remained immune from the harm invited by Balfour and his government.
	And if Balfour was keen to ensure “nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine,” why is it then that the British government remains committed to Israel despite all its violations of Int’l law?
	Let us not keep a blind eye on injustice, otherwise we are accomplice. And this is where I would like to thank courageous individuals like the 2003 Gandhi Peace Awardee, Denis Halliday, who dared to speak out.
	Thank you again for such an opportunity, and I welcome all questions.

